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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Llanwrtyd Wells Town Council held on Wednesday 16th May in 

the Council Chambers of the War Memorial Institute. 

Present: Cllrs P. James, J. Davies, J. Rowlands, P. Lambkin, T. Van Rees, A. Jones, L. Voss 

Observer: Mrs J Duncan 

In Attendance : Mrs Lynn E Ball -Cjhlerk and RFO to Town Council 
 

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs R. Hughes, L. Pace-Avery, S. Jones.  
2. Mayors Address 

Cllr James began by expressing his feelings about his time in post saying it had been an honour and a privilege 
to serve with the Councillors present. He gave thanks to the Clerk whose support he had valued greatly 
throughout his time in office. He went on to thank each individual member of the Council for their work in their 
differing roles but most importantly thanked all members for working as a team for the good of the Community. 
    His time in office had seen many challenges and he thanked all members for their support and contributions 
through some difficult periods in fighting to maintain services for the Community. In conclusion he hoped that the 
Community would respond to the future needs of Llanwrtyd. 
Cllr Van Rees thanked Cllr James for his four consecutive years in office and felt that the leadership given over 
that time had been exemplary. 

3. Finance 
3.1 Acceptance of all accounts for year ending 31st March 2018- after due consideration the 

accounts were formally accepted by members and were signed off by the Chair. 
3.2 Formal acceptance of the Accounting statement and the Annual governance statement for the 

external auditor -after due consideration the governance statement and the accounts statement were proposed 
as accurate by Cllr T. Van Rees and seconded by Cllr A. Jones 

4. Election of new Mayor-The Clerk read an e-mail form Cllr Pace-Avery in her absence which indicated 
that she would be willing to stand ad Mayor.(this email is attached to these minutes as appendix one).Cllr James 
asked if anyone else would like to put themselves forward. No one came forward . After some discussion it was 
proposed by Cllr Van Rees that the Town Council accept Cllr Pace-Avery’s offer to act as Mayor. Cllr James 
asked for a show of hands . 7/7Cllrs present agreed with the proposal and the motion was carried. Cllr Pace-
Avery was duly elected, in her absence, as Mayor for the year. 

5. Welcome to Incoming Mayor -as Cllr Pace -Avery was not present this was not possible . 
6. Election of Deputy Mayor -Cllr James offered the position of Deputy Mayor to the table. Cllr P. 

Lambkin offered to take on the role. Cllr T. Van Rees proposed that Council accept Cllr Lambkin’s offer . This 
was seconded by Cllr J. Rowlands. Cllr James asked for a show of hands. All members agreed with the proposal 
and the motion was carries. Cllr P. Lambkin was duly elected as Deputy Mayor. Cllr James congratulated Cllr 
Lambkin on her appointment and offered her the Chair to carry on in the absence of the new Mayor. Cllr 
Lambkin, who had a heavy cold, declined and allowed Cllr James to carry on in the Chair. 

6.1 Appointments to Committees-Cllr Lambkin proposed that this item be deferred until the next 
meeting when the New Mayor could take this item forward. This was agreed by all Cllrs present. 

7. Minutes of the April meeting and matters arising-the April minutes were duly considered and 
proposed as an accurate record by Cllr A. Jones and seconded by Cllr L. Voss .  

Matters Arising- The Clerk informed members that responses to letters sent by council had ben received 
from the following;  

• Powys County Council regarding possible remuneration for the installation of a tel-communications 
mast -this was currently being addressed at County level. We await further response. 

• Howlta regarding steam train timetable – Cllrs were referred to a website link. HOWLTA no longer 
produce a timetable due to :a) safety concerns with large numbers standing on  lines wanting to 
take photos 

                            b) last minute changes to schedules causing problems with communication to the public. 

• From the Valuation office Agency regarding the fivefold increase in the rateable value of the  public 
toilets-this  is to be considered in the future. Cllr Van Rees requested a copy of the letter and he 
would take it up at County level. 

Action : Clerk to send letter to Cllr Van Rees 

• Cllr L Voss reported that she had spoken to Mid Wales housing regarding the condition of the 
buildings at Ochr-y-Bryn. She had spoken to Mr N Dearden who assured Cllr Voss that there would be 
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something done. It was a mould problem and there needed to be a patch test done to ascertain the best 
treatment. Tai Ceredigion was to do this patch testing within a week. 

• Cllr James reported back on a meeting held with The Clerk, Mr B Hanwell and his colleague 
regarding concerns about the log lorries and their routes. It was a very informative meeting and outlined the 
structure of the timber industry and using a map showed where the different agencies were involved in logging in 
the area and their extraction routes. The whole system is extremely complicated but there is a code of conduct  
for hauliers which , since the meeting , Mr Hanwell has sent to the Clerk. It was suggested that this be publicly 
displayed in the surgery, the library and in the institute. Members were also informed that there would be a drop-
in session for the public by NRW and other stakeholders. This would be advertised in the grapevine when a date 
has been given to the Clerk and the public would have an opportunity to have their say regarding any 
forestry/logging issues. 
Action Clerk to post Code of conduct up at arranged places in Town. 

• Cllr Jones asked if there had been any further information regarding the building of the garage at the 
back of Victoria Hall as it was felt to be a larger construction than the original footings. On inspection it was felt to 
be within the original footings but it would be monitored as to its usage in the future. 

• Cllr Van Rees informed members that he had visited the site at Abergwesyn where there had been 
rubbish dumped. He had spoke to Mr S. Smith at Powys and environmental health would be asked to remove the 
mess. 

8. Balance Sheet for April- the April balance sheet for Account Number 1  was duly considered .The 
Clerk explained that the income was as a result of direct credit for the precept and the Public toilet grant . The 
balance sheet was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T. Van Rees and seconded by Cllr A. Jones. 
The Balance sheet for Account Number 2 was also considered and was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr 
L.  Voss and seconded by Cllr P.James. 

8.1 To determine insurance cover for the next three years- After due consideration of insurance 
quotes from Zurich and WPS it was proposed by Cllr L Voss  to renew the Town Council’s  Insurance with Zurich 
for a period of three  years. This was seconded by Cllr  P. James. It was unanimously decided to renew with 
Zurich Insurance. 

8.2 The Clerk informed members that extra cover had been sought for the contents of the Public toilets 
and the fingerpost and that these items had been added to the asset register. 

9. Feedback form Councillors 
Cllr P Lambkin reported that 

• she had been contacted by residents regarding the “Llanwrtyd Walkers are Welcome” status. A draft 
constitution had been obtained from the website and officers had volunteered to take up office .Cllr 
Lambkin offered to attend the next meeting as the Town Council representative where officers would be 
officially appointed and the constitution adopted . 

• there appeared to be some confusion as to who was responsible for rights of way. The walking group felt 
that the Town Council held some responsibility for rights of way. The group will log any access queries 
that they send to Powys and if they receive no response they will contact the local MP. 

Cllr James suggested that the Deputy Mayor , Cllr Lambkin, could be the link between the group and the 
Town Council. Cllr Lambkin agreed to this. 
Cllr Rowlands enquired  

• whether the data protection working party had met to address the new GDPR. As Cllr Pace-Avery is 
away Cllr James suggested contacting her on her return to set up  a meeting. The GDPR new 
regulations come into force on the 25th May so this is an issue that needs addressing urgently. 

Action   Clerk to contact Cllr Pace-Avery with a view to setting up a meeting as soon as possible. 

• whether Powys was still doing general weeding about Town. The Clerk had contacted the relevant 
people and had been assured that path weeding would be done in Llanwrtyd within the next two weeks. 

He reported that lighting on the path between Berthllyd and Station Road was still an issue. The Clerk explained 
that we were still waiting for a response to a letter sent from the Town Council to Mr S Smith regarding several 
issues.   
Cllr J. Davies reported that; 

• The street lights at Berthllyd had been repaired after 10 weeks of trying to get someone to sort them 
out. He had resorted to communication with the electrician who came out to deal with them. 
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Cllr James reported that  

• the defibrillator situated on the wall at the Drovers had been used and that it was the Town Council’s 
responsibility to maintain it after use and replace used pads. He explained that Natalie Evans, Richard 
Davies and Richard Wilson had been involved with the incident and felt that they should be mentioned 
in the Grapevine for their swift action in aiding a member of the public.  
        Mr.C.Powell was contacted and he brought new pads and a spare pair .  

It was suggested that signs for the noticeboard be made to give information as to where the defibrillators are 
located. 
Action   Clerk to do signs for noticeboard. 

• that he had had communication with a Czech State School Cllr James had made contact with Mr T 
Thorpe at the Heritage Centre and he asked Cllrs  if they knew of anyone who would have any 
connections with individuals who could be of help to the researcher Debra Pattison Jones who would be 
staying in Llanwrtyd for a couple of days starting  on 24th June. It was suggested that the log books of 
School could be made available. 

10. Website- The Clerk read a letter received from the Heritage Centre Steering group which requested 
clarification regarding the role of the Tourism Steering group and what its  remit was, in particular, its role with 
developing the website. Cllr James recapped on the process that was undertaken initially under the auspices of 
the Town Council. The second meeting, at which there were representatives of local businesses, it was decided 
that businesses should pay a fee to cover costs. This was to be £30.00 for three years. A sample of the 
prospective website was shown on an i-pad. After much discussion and debate it was felt that the steering group, 
which comprises of people well versed in websites, should communicate with Mr Rickard and feed in the content 
and design of the website. This was unanimously agreed by all Cllrs present. Cllr Lambkin felt that the Town 
does want a website and t was important to communicate with the Town as to what was happening with its 
development. Mrs Duncan felt that at the last meeting conclusions were made without consultation with the 
steering group. 
It was suggested that a letter be written to Mr Rickard to inform him who he would be communicating with in the 
future and his e-mail should be given to Lynne Brookes as a member of the steering group. 

Action: Clerk  to write to Lynne Brookes re; decision and to get Mr Rickards email address from Cllr Pace-
Avery. 

11. Anti-Social Behaviour- Cllr James reported to members that the drop-in session for the public to meet 
the police was very poorly attended with approximately 10 attendees. This was an opportunity to give views on 
the anti-social behaviour happening in Town with a view to obtaining CCTV. As attendance was so poor this was 
an opportunity missed. Comments were made that the police precept has risen by 5% without any visible 
improvement in services to rural communities. It was felt that an article be written for the grapevine regarding the 
poor attendance.   
Cllr James reported that there had been an incident at the weekend when he was woken by shouting outside on 
the Dolycoed Road. This lasted from 2:30am until 5:30am with abysmal language being shouted. The owner of  
Bryncelyn was also woken by the noise . The incident was reported to the police line 101. 

12. Traffic Calming – Cllr Rowlands informed members that the “Speedwatch Team” were picking up a 
number of speed offenders but that there were more volunteers needed. Another article was to be put 
into the grapevine to recruit new members. 

13. Planning  
13.1 Application P/2018/0395m Siting of 3 glamping units conversion of existing barn to form shared 

bathroom/kitchen facilities etc . This was duly considered by members. There were no objections 
put forward. 

13.2  Application P/2018/0479 Installation of a 25m Telecommunication mast at land at Nantyrhwch 
Forestry Tregaron. This application was duly considered. There were no objections put forward. 

13.3  Application P/2018/0415  (sent to all Cllrs on 03/5/2018)Erection of car port  shed, greenhouse, 
fence and decking area at hen Gwaith Dwr Victoria Road. This application was duly considered. 
There were no objections. 

14. Twinning- Cllr J. Davies informed members that there had been a conference with Monsieur Delannoy 
and that he was to have a meeting with “Contact “to tell them to step b ack while the Comite de 
Jumelage was up and running again. The planned visit to France will still take place, organised by a 
group called “amite de Jumelage”, sometime in October.  Cllr James hoped that the Jumelage would 
survive. He also suggested that the Town Council pay for the reframing of the Twinning citation  which 
was damaged when it fell off the wall in the Council Chambers. All present agreed that this should be 
reframed at a cost to the Council. 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

Action:   Cllr James to price the reframing with Whistlers in Town. 
15. Services 

a) Public Toilets-Cllr James relayed to members the meeting had with representatives of Green 
Events. A compromise was reached whereby Green events would pay £150 with £50 of that being a refundable 
bond subject to the condition of the toilets being left in a satisfactory  state. The toilets would be open  from 
9:00am until 11:00am . Green Events would like to inspect the premises beforehand and at closing time. If the 
site is left in good condition the bond will be returned.  
The Clerk explained that the deeds were with Mr Giles Van Rees to register the property  with Land Registry . 
Certain documentation was needed before he could proceed, and he was concerned that the application would 
be rejected because it needed to be done within two months of the date on the deeds. The cost of registration 
would be £160.00 in total ( Inc. VAT) 

b) Dolwen Field- The Clerk read an e-mail received from Mr D Mills the architect with reference to 
getting the levelling done. A Mr A Catling would carry out the survey at a cost of £500.00 for two 
days work. After some discussion it was proposed that we go ahead and a show of hands was 
called for by Cllr James. 7/7 Cllrs agreed with the proposal and the motion was carried. 

Action: Clerk to contact Mr Mills to inform Catling’s to go ahead as soon as possible. 
Cllr J. Davies reminded members that the tractor run was to take place on Sunday 20th May . All proceeds would 
go to the Dolwen Field Project and an official, public handing over of a cheque would be arranged. 
Action : Cllr Lambkin to liaise with Cllr Pace-Avery who  will officially set them off .Pictures to be taken at Ysgol 
Dolafon. 
He reported that a recent tractor run in Ireland had advertised Llanwrtyd Wells and a good time was had by all. 

c) Town Square and Green-Mr C Dodds is now weeding the Town Square which is beginning to 
look more cared for. A general discussion about weeding ensued with Cllr A. Jones reporting that the path on 
Llandovery road from the 30 sign was in a bad way with weeds. Cllr Voss offered to take photos of the  worse 
areas which the  Clerk could send to Powys with a request that the weeding takes place. 
Cllr Rowlands highlighted a large bag of weeds at the bottom of the slope on the Square apparently left by the 
gardening club during late summer early Autumn last year. It was suggested that a letter be written to the 
Gardening club with a view to getting it removed.  

d) Surgery- no issues were brought to the table and it was decided that this issue could now be taken 
off the Agenda. 

e) ATM – the Clerk reported that the ATM was working again having reported its inaction . however, it 
was reported that it was currently not working. Clerk spends a lot of time reporting faults. It was 
suggested that the number to report faults be reattached near the machine, so members of the 
public can report when it is not working.  

Action; Clerk to redo signs and attach on and close to the machine. 
16.Training- the Clerk asked if there was any training that Cllrs would like to attend. There is a course on 
Innovative practice on the showground on the 4th July. Training to  be discussed at a future meeting with the New 
Mayor. 
17. Correspondence 
Item 4 on Agenda                                                   e-mail form Cllr Pace-Avery regarding position of Mayor 
Item 7 on Agenda   

• Response to letter sent regarding payment for mast  

• Response from HOWLTA  re; steam train timetables 

• Response to letter sent from Council regarding rateable  value of Public toilets 

• Response from Mid Wales housing re condition of houses at Ochr -y- Bryn 

• Feedback from meeting with Mr Hanwell. 

Item 8.1 on Agenda                                                e-mail form WPS with renewal quote 
Item 10 on Agenda                                                 Letter from The Tourism Steering Group re: website initiative 
Item 13.1  on Agenda                                      

• Planning application P/2018/0395 

• Planning application P/2018/0479 

• Planning application P/2018/0415 

Item 16 on Agenda                                                 e-mail re:   Innovative Practice Conference at Show Ground 
Item 17 on Agenda Correspondence 
17.1 E-mail form Mr N Bufton re dog fouling 
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17.2 Letter from the Irfon Valley Country Women re; log lorries(this letter was read to Mr Hanwell at the meeting) 
.A letter is  to be written by the Clerk in response to their letter.  
17.3 Letter from Brecon and Radnor area committee with agenda etc. 
 
                    The Clerk read out a letter received at 12.15pm 16/05/2018 from Mrs Susan Price. It informed the 
Town Council that the funding committee for the forthcoming Urdd Eisteddfod had raised the sum of £20,000 
pounds, double that requested of them. It outlined all the activities undertaken to raise this amount and thanked 
all within the community for their support. She urged members to attend the Eisteddfod if they could.. 
 
Signed …………………………………………………… 
 
Date……………………………………………………… 
 
 
Date of next Meeting:                   WEDNESDAY 20th JUNE 

 
 

Amendments 
Cllr Rowlands requested the following amendments; 
At item 10 
1) change  “tourism Steering group “ to Business tourism Group” 
2) reword “was shown on an I-pad “ to “had been shown on an I-pad” 
 
Cllr James requested the following amendment; 
At item 2  

1) change  “Cllr Van Rees thanked Cllr James for his five years in office” to  “Cllr Van Rees thanked Cllr 
James for his four years in office” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


