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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held  on Wednesday 20th December in the Council Chambers of the War 

Memorial Institute 

Present : Cllr P James, J Rowlands, R. Hughes , L Voss, L. Pace-Avery, S. Jones , J Davies, P. Lambkin, T. Van Rees. 

Visiting Speaker ; Mrs H. Walker.  

In Attendance: Mrs L E Ball (Clerk and RFO) 

1. Apologies for Absence; Cllr. A. Jones, E. Lake 

Cllr James opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. He introduced Mrs Helena Walker to the meeting and 
asked her to outline the booking of the field and pavilion for an event due to take place in August 2018.  
Mrs Walker explained that for some years a group had been trying to resurrect an event that used to happen in Llanwrtyd Wells 
many years ago and was likened to the Isle of Man TT races. This is a motor bike race and is currently called the Welsh road 
Race though the group is fighting to have it renamed the Welsh TT races. The event is to take place in August 2018 with three 
days of racing on he 3rd, 4th and 5th August. The first day is a practice race. It will be conducted on the Epynt but the participants 
will be staying in Llanwrtyd and the surrounding area. An estimated 25,000 people will be in the area. The circuit will be 5.52 
miles from Tirabad across the range. 
                    Cllr James asked about the booking of the field and pavilion which has been booked for the 3rd 4th 5th and 6th of 
August. The original understanding was that it was for the family to Camp but Helena clarified the position saying that they 
needed the field for Family camping for up to 75 tents. She informed members that there had already been 25,000 tickets sold. 
There would be camping at Plas y Cadno and various other framers had indicated that their fields could be available if needed. 
The organisers would put on coaches from Llanwrtyd up onto the Epynt to alleviate the parking situation on the Epynt itself. 
Questions were asked about Health and Safety and Mrs Walker confirmed that there would be sufficient space between the 
tents of 6metres and that they were thinking about hiring a security guard who would patrol the field to maintain order. The 
organiser would be carrying out a risk assessment. 
               Cllr Rowlands was concerned that the numbers of showers and toilets in the Pavilion were inadequate for 75 families.. 
Payment for the hire of the pavilion and field was discussed. Mrs Walker has already paid a £20.00 deposit. The fee of £5.00 
per tent, after the first five tents, was discussed but this was felt to be prohibitive and Mrs Walker appeared to be unaware of 
this with some confusion as to whether it was stated on the booking form that she filled in. After much discussion the fee of 
£3.00 per tent for all tents was agreed upon with full payment  including daily hire of the pavilion being made to the Town 
Council a week prior to the event.. The agreed fees to be sent to Helena to enable her to discuss with the organisers. 
Action: Clerk to send costing to Mrs Walker.  
It was suggested that local people could be granted a concession on an entry ticket as some compensation for the disruption 
within Town . Mrs Walker said she would take this idea back to the organisers.  
The biggest concern raised was that of parking within the Town and whether the Town would cope with the numbers of people 
anticipated. 
Cllr James rounded off the discussion thanking Mrs walker for her detailed input. The whole of the Council felt this was an 
excellent addition to activities within the Town and invited Mrs Walker to the forthcoming tourist Meeting in January. The Town 
Council were impressed that the event was being held in Llanwrtyd and were unanimously behind it. 
Mrs Walker left the meeting at 7.30pm and the Agenda was resumed. 

2. Declarations of Interest -no such declarations were made . 
3. Minutes of the November Meeting and matters arising.-after due consideration the minutes were declared an 

accurate record -proposed by Cllr Rowlands and seconded by Cllr S. Jones. 
Matters rising – the Clerk read an email from Mr R Morgan regarding the Traffic Calming Scheme. NMWTRA will be in touch 
with the Town Council to discuss the planned measures in the near future and they would be completed within this financial 
year. 
The Clerk read an e—mail from Mr B. Hanwell of NRW  relating to the bringing down of telegraph poles along the Abergwesyn 
valley which stated it was a machine going into the private in Cwm Henog with Tilhill, nothing to do with us,” 
This response was hotly contested since the destruction occurred at the Cym Irfon barns at least a mile past the Cym Henog 
turn off. 
The Clerk reported on the possible training package for community engagement but it was extremely expensive. The Clerk 
informed the meeting that Councillor training would feature strongly in the future.  
Cllrs suggested that a letter be written to One Voice Wales to clarify legislative requirements. 

Action: Clerk to investigate. 
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4. Finance 
4.1 November Balance Sheet-The November Balance sheet was duly considered and after discussion was proposed 

as an accurate record by Cllr Van Rees and seconded by Cllr Voss 
4.2 Implications of the Independent Remuneration Panel- The clerk read an extract from the document in particular 

number 13 “Payments to Members of community and Town Councils”. Community and Town Councils will be put 
into bandings according to the amount of money each deals with.13.6 states that “the panel is of the view tht 
Community and town Councillors are not volunteers because further to the democratic process they have 
accepted formal responsibilities and they all face some degree of liability. The document puts forward several 
determinations relating to payments towards costs and expenses one of which requires “Community and town 
councils to make a payment to each of their members of £150.00 per year for costs incurred in respect of 
telephone usage, information technology, consumables etc” 

Currently no councillors claim expenses and whilst The Mayor and the Clerk have not claimed any expenses incurred in 
carrying out their duties to date  it was felt that for future reference there needed to be a structure for payments for this kind of 
expense. The determinations of the remuneration panel would be a good opportunity to put  such a structure in place. 
Although Councillors can opt out of claiming such payments, (this  must be put in writing to the Town Council)the money to 
cover this  possible expenditure must be put into the budget .If a Councillor  decides to opt for any payments  then this would 
need to be published  each year on the Council Website.   
Much discussion ensued as to how this was to be managed. The conclusion being that a letter be sent to individual members 
outlining the payments available with the opportunity to opt in  or out.  
Cllr James felt it was important to inform the Community of this necessity to include this money within the budget and the 
rationale behind it so residents are aware of why the precept may rise considerably this year. This issue would be addressed 
again on the January meeting when the precept would be decided upon. 

4.3 To approve revenue Grants for Victoria Hall and Abergwesyn Hall -letters of request had been received from both 
Committees and as a result Councillors unanimously decided to award the grants . 

4.4 To consider the setting of the 2018-2019 budget- The Clerk presented the December Budget update to members 
together with a proposed budget for 2018-2019. Consideration had been made for a 3% increase in services in 
line with the rate of inflation. Members were asked to scrutinise this information over the next month ready to 
make  a decision about the precept at the January meeting. This will then be relayed to Powys by the 26th 
January. 

4.5 The clerk informed members that the third instalment of this year’s precept would be less due to the bill for the 
election costs of £428.94 which would be taken out at source. 

5. Feedback from Councillors 
Cllr Pace-Avery  reported to members of the lack of gritting on Ffos Road which had caused several accidents during the 
snowy  period two of which could have had life threatening consequences. Many residents have made complaints to Councillors 
about this issue. This road, although not a main road, is used by a large population of young people going to school with 
parents and pushchairs, is the main access to the surgery and feeds directly onto the main A483 trunk road. It was felt that a 
letter should be written to Powys outlining these concerns and urge for future gritting of this road as a priority. 
The point was made that this was an exceptional snowfall and that many worked extremely hard to clear roads and make them 
passable under very difficult circumstances of fallen trees and lack of sufficient manpower to cover the areas affected so badly. 
Cllr James praised members of the local community who worked to clear paths and pavements. He felt that a “Thankyou” 
should be published in the grapevine next month. 
Action: Clerk to write above letter. 
Cllr S. Jones reported that she had attended a meeting at the Metropole hotel in Llandrindod where she spoke to the Citizens 
advice bureau. After some discussion they indicated that they would come back to Llanwrtyd if they had a base to set up . Cllr 
Jones felt that the surgery would be an ideal place. Cllr James thanked Cllr Jones for her input and asked Cllr Pace-Avery to 
make contact with the citizens advice bureau and the surgery with a view to setting things up. 
Action: Cllr Pace-Avery to investigate the above and contact  the relevant people. 

6. Website- The clerk informed members that she had renewed the current contract with webs.com for a year only 
while a decision is made about the website. Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that Mr P Ricard would be 
making contact with Cllr James on the subject. 

7. General Data Protection Regulations  which come into effect on 25th May 2018-The Clerk brought this 
legislation to the attention of members  and briefly outlined what was needed . It was decided to re-visit this 
issue at the January meeting. 

8. Anti-Social Behaviour- Cllr James informed  members of the recent drinking  by teenagers in the Public toilets. 
The police had been informed. He thanked Cllr Pace-Avery and her husband for cleaning the area as Mr 
McLoughlin was away in holiday. Cllr James had spoken to Ms J Kelham (The PSCO) .As a result the toilets will 
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be closed in the evening and reopened in the morning by Mr McLoughlin. Cllr James requested that a sign be 
made to inform members of the situation. It was decided to invite PCSO Kelham to the January meeting. 

Action; Clerk to do above sign and invite PCSO to next meeting. 
 

9. Traffic Calming - 
Cllr Rowlands informed members that there were now 10 volunteers for the CARs scheme who were in the process of 
being vetted by the police. When this is complete they will undergo training in February. The team will then be ready to 
operate. 

10. Planning -no planning issues were brought to the table. 
11. Twinning- Cllr Davies explained that the Twinning Committee had revised the protocol for dealing with Meriel. 

He explained that a conversation had been had via telephone with Mr Delannoy, the Mayor of Meriel, and the 
revised protocol was as a result of the conversation.Cllr James,the Clerk and Cllr Pace-Avery would add to the 
letter to go to France and a copy would be sent to all Councillors .Cllr Davies informed members that the Festival 
Community Christmas Tree had been won by the Twinning Committee with decorations being made by the 
children in Cesky Krumlov. 

He also passed on the thanks for the Twinning Committee for the Council Christmas Card. 
                                 Cllr James thanked Cllr Pace-Avery and Cllr Voss for putting together the Town Council Festival Christmas 
Tree. 

12. Services 
a) Public Toilets- The Clerk informed members that the Town Council had not won an award at the recent Loo of the 

Year Awards but we would receive a certificate for the Gold standard achieved. 
The Clerk asked Cllr Van Rees to sign the transfer documents but he took them to peruse before signing at the 
January meeting. 
b) Dolwen Field- Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that she had completed an application form to Garden Rescue 

for help in planning and designing the sensory garden. 
The Clerk informed members that the planning application for the project had been sent to the planning department 
together with the fee of £380.00. 
Cllr James informed members that the Dolwen Field Development Committee had decided to organise a cheese and 
wine event in January for the public to become involved. The reason being that the application for a grant from the 
lottery had been turned down because we hadn’t demonstrated that the project was Community led. In addition, Cllr 
Rowlands informed members that the committee would have to change the way it functioned and would need it’s own 
constitution to work independently with the Town Council as the landlord. He requested that this proposal be approved 
by full council. After a show of hands, the proposal was unanimously carried. 
Cllr James submitted £655.00 to be put into the Project as a result of sponsorship for his “Movember Moustache” 
event. 
c) Library – Cllr Pace Avery informed members that she had taken a step back form the library volunteering and that 

Mrs. V. Hope was no longer co-ordinator. The system appears to be working well with the Community now aware 
of when volunteers are available, and when the paid librarian is available to help using the computers. Mrs 
Thomas is currently co-ordinating the volunteers. 

d) Town Square and Green-Cllr James congratulated the Festival Committee and Nigel Price for their efforts in 
making the Town look so festive for the Christmas period and suggested a letter of thanks be sent.  

Action: Clerk to write above letter. 
e) Surgery-no issues were brought to the table. 
f) Cae Post Re-cycling- Clerk informed members that the recycling bin had been re-sited. Members felt that it was 

being used but it is currently overflowing and needs emptying.  
Action : Clerk to contact “Cae Post” to have it emptied. 

13. Christmas Meal- after much discussion it was decided to hold the Christmas meal at the Drovers on Friday 
January 5th 

14. Correspondence 
Item 3 on Agenda                                           e-mail form Mr B Hanwell re; knocking down of telegraph poles. 
                                                                       e-mail form PAVO about training 
                                                                       e-mail from Richard Morgan re ; traffic calming scheme 
Item 4.2 on Agenda                                        Information received from the independent Remuneration Panel (payments to 

councillors) 
Item 4.4  on Agenda                                      Letter from PCC regarding precept 
                                                                      Letter from PCC regarding Section 137 Expenditure limit 
                                                                     Letter from PCC regarding election charges  
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Item 6 on Agenda                                         e-mails of several website providers 
Item 7 on Agenda                                         General Data Protection Regulation information 
Item 8 on Agenda                                        Letter from Dyfed Powys Police regarding local Resilience forums 
Item 11 on Agenda                                      Draft letter from Twinning to go to Meriel. 
Item 12a on Agenda                                    e-mail from Nicky Davies re; Public Toilet rates 
                                                                    Public Toilet transfer documents ready to sign. 
Item 12b on Agenda                                   e-mail form Darren Mills re; planning application  
                                                                   Letter from Aviva re; funding 
Item 14. on Agenda  
Item 14.1                                                    Letter from Mr and Mrs Couch re sale of property 
Cllr Van Rees informed the meeting that this planning application had not progressed because queries raised by the planning 
authority to the applicant have not been responded to and until they are the application is in obeisance. He would make further 
enquiries with the planning department for an update. Meanwhile it was suggested that a letter be written to Mr couch 
acknowledging his letter. 
Action; Clerk to write above letter 
Item 14.2                                                    e-mail form Mr Bufton and copy of letter sent to Powys re; gritting Ffos Hill 
 
Item 14.3                                                   Invite to Buckingham Palace 
Item 14.4                                                   e-mail form One voice Wales re; Community and Town Council Consultation -next 

steps. 
Action: Clerk to email copy of above to Cllr Voss at her request 
Item 14.5                                                    Autumn HOWLTA magazine 
Any other Business 
Cllr Rowlands reminded members of the Tourism meeting to be held in the Heritage Centre on the 10th January at     
7:00pm.This meeting is open to all Councillors who are welcome to attend. 
He reported that he had attended the “Wellness meeting”. He felt that Llanwrtyd was unable to commit until after the Tourism 
meeting. 
Cllr Hughes requested that Cllr P. Lambkin raise  the issue of numbers at the Cider wobble and ramble with Green Events  
saying  that members of the public in both the wobble and ramble had all said that numbers had decreased and they thought it 
was because they weren’t advertised in major magazines. They also said that they understood that a lot of the money went on 
providing first aid but they enjoyed coming to Llanwrtyd every year and wanted more people to enjoy the experience.  

Cllr James added that Llanwrtyd needed a much-needed boost to its profile. 
Cllr Van Rees updated the meeting on the position of the Refurbishment of the War Memorial Institute stating that the housing 
associations were not in a position to convert the top half into flats. A decision would need to be made about the fate  of the 
building in the not to distant future.  
Cllr S Jones gave out an article regarding a “Shop Front Appeal” which had been upheld by the Welsh Government. 
 
Cllr James brought the meeting to a close at 9.50pm wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas. 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………. 
 
Date…………………………………………………….. 
                                                     
DATE OF NEXT MEETING      WEDENSDAY 17th January 
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Amendment requested by Cllr R. Hughes 
Insert and reword  at “Any other business” 
 “ that members of the public in both the wobble and ramble had all said that numbers had decreased and they thought it 
was because they weren’t advertised in major magazines. They also said that they understood that a lot of the money 
went on providing first aid but they enjoyed coming to Llanwrtyd every year and wanted more people to enjoy the 
experience.” 
 

Amendments requested from Cllr Rowlands 
1. Insertion at the end of the sentence “Questions were asked”……..  on page one 

Cllr Rowlands was concerned that the numbers of showers and toilets in the Pavilion were inadequate for 75 families. 
2. At the paragraph  beginning “Payment for the hire of the Pavilion…….”change “full payment “ to “full payment including 

daily hire of the Pavilion” 
 
 


