
 

1 | P a g e  
 

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 19th December 2018 in the Council Chambers 

of the War Memorial Institute 

Present: Cllrs L. Pace-Avery, P. Lambkin, J. Rowlands, P. James,T. Van Rees, A. Jones, S. Jones, J. Davies,M. 

Pigott 

In Attendance : Mrs Lynn E Ball (Clerk and RFO) 

Cllr Pace-Avery opened the meeting at 7:00pm. 

1. Apologies for Absence Cllr R. Hughes 

2. Declarations of Interest- no declarations were brought to the table. 

3. Minutes of the November meeting and matters arising. 

After due consideration the November 2018 minutes were proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T. 
Van Rees and seconded by Cllr A. Jones. 

Matters arising- The Clerk read a letter from Mr A Powell in response to a letter sent regarding the surgery. The 
letter was non-committal and Cllrs felt that what had been a productive partnership between the Town Council , 
The Health Authority and Builth Practice was in jeopardy with what appeared to be a reluctance to engage in any 
dialogue. It was suggested that a letter be written to Mr Hegedus, the Senior partner at Builth Practice, 
requesting a meeting at the surgery in Builth Wells. A letter also to be sent to the Community Health Council 
together with a copy of Mr Powell’s response letter. 
Action:  Clerk to send above letters. 
The Clerk read a letter from Mr James Price.at Transport Wales in response to a letter sent by the Council 
regarding the train timetable through Llanwrtyd Wells.  
                  Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that she had attended a meeting in Knighton regarding the new 
Franchise and that an action plan had been put together. Concerns were raised about the number of trains on 
offer and there appeared to be a n issue with trains stopping at every station. There is a campaign to firm up the 
promises made and to produce a firm timetable and to bring these changes forward in time. Many changes are to 
be made to stations  one of which was the installation of bicycle storage facilities at each station along the line. 
Cllr James felt that instead of this the network should be ensuring that the trains themselves should be bike 
friendly to encourage tourists to come to Llanwrtyd to cycle.  It was strongly felt by members that tourism needed 
to be at the heart of any changes. Cllr Rowland felt that when Ms Rachel Francis spoke to the Council she was 
working hard through “DevCo” to achieve what Cllrs want for the line. 
                         Cllr Pigott raised concerns about a group of walkers organised by the Heart of Wales line got 
stranded in Llanwrtyd wells with no trains available due to cancellation and no information as to how they were to 
get home. No buses were available. It appears that there are many teething problems with the introduction of the 
new franchise. 
                     Cllr Pace Avery informed members that there would be a further meeting in February meanwhile 

there was a press release to go out from Knighton and a Facebook page was to be set up. 

4. Finance 

4.1 November balance sheet- the Clerk outlined income and expenditure informing members that, as 

instructed £1650.00 had been transferred to Account number 2 to accommodate any Councillor 

expenditure in the future. Also the sum of £6417.05 was transferred from Account No 2 to the 

Dolwen Field Development Committee. After due consideration the November Balance sheet was 

proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T. Van Rees ad seconded by Cllr J. Rowlands. 

4.2 Budget update-the Clerk presented the December budget update to Councillors At the time of 

writing there has only been one precept payment. There has been no unpredicted expenditure. 

After much discussion the budget update was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr J. Davies and 

seconded by Cllr P. James. 

4.3 To consider and set the precept for 2019-2020-in the light of the above budget update. The Clerk 
advised that the Town Council, even accounting for a possible 2% increase in costs, is currently 
financially viable. Cllr Van Rees strongly proposed, that as Council Tax  and the Police precept 
would rise , the Town Council should  maintain the status quo and not raise the precept for next 
year. After a show of hands, it was unanimously decided to maintain the precept at £18500.00 for 
the year 2019-2020.The Clerk informed members that the Section 137 monies for the year 2019-
2020 would be £8.12 per elector. 
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                              Cllr Pace-Avery suggested that perhaps Section 137 monies could be used to 
contribute to the cost of CCTV cameras on the square after recent vandalism of the Christmas tree 
lights. She handed the Clerk the sum of £130.00 which had been collected  in response to a sponsored 
Christmas Carol sing around the tree due to take place on Saturday 22nd at 4.30pm on the Square. A 
discussion then ensued about the perpetrators of the crime and possible evidence.The police had 
viewed CCTV footage from the Neuadd but it was not possible to identify anyone from the footage 
obtained. Cllr P. James had spoken to Mr J. Morris (street lighting manager for Powys CC) regarding 
the box and the problems with the lights .Mr Morris has said he will update the box in the new year and 
was willing to look into the possibility of installing CCTV on one of the lamposts to give a clear vista of 
the square.It could be housed in the Council Chambers and could be self-setting.  
The police have urged Council to get CCTV in order to provide concrete evidence of the perpetrators. 
Cllr Pace-Avery had a meeting with Jo Kelham (PCSO) and she is monitoring anti-social behaviour in 
the Town.. Cllr Pace-Avery has invited PCSO Kelham to a Town Council meeting in February but Cllrs 
felt it should be the January meeting. 
It was felt that letters of thanks go to Howell Evans and Nigel Price for their efforts in trying to repair and 
reinstate the lights on the Square. 
Action: Clerk to write above letters. 
4.4 To agree payment of revenue grants to Victoria Hall centenary Committee and to Abergwesyn Hall 

Committee of £400.00 and £250.00 respectively- after due consideration it was proposed by Cllr 
Van Rees and seconded by P. James that the grants should be paid.This was  unanimously 
agreed.  

5. Co-option of councillors -the Clerk read out a letter from Mr N Delafield requesting that he be 
considered for the vacant post. There was some concern raised as to his eligibility and after much 
debate it was decided to write to Mr Delafield requesting clarification on certain issues. 

Action: Clerk to write to Mr Delafield. 
6. Traffic Calming-Cllr Rowlands reported that the six current members of the Speedwatch team met for a 

debriefing session. He reported that everyone enjoyed doing the job but he vented his frustration at not 
being able to get the waiting volunteers police checked and trained. He welcomed the idea of inviting 
PCSO Kelham to the January meeting. 

7. Feedback from Councillors-  
Cllr Rowlands reported that  

• the application for funding to provide a Town Champion had been unsuccessful. He 
commented that funding was available for much larger and wider projects. 

Cllr Van Rees reported  

• that a resident had complained to him about the rubbish nor being collected. After making 
enquiries Powys felt that the isolation of the property made it very difficult for the large 
collecting wagon to get access them. 

• That he had spoken to Mr Hayes about repairing the “Bear” on the Dolwen Field. 
Cllr Lambkin reported  

• that the lane leading to the Watkins’s farm was deteriorating due to excessive amounts of water being 
washed down from the mountains. Cllr Van Rees offered to speak to Mr Smith at Llangammarch Depot 
to see what could be done. 

• that Mr McLoughlin had not been paid . It was pointed out that cheques needed to be sanctioned and 
could not simply be paid randomly.The Clerk assured Cllr Lambkin that he would be paid the day after 
the meeting.  

Cllr Pace-Avery reminded Cllr Lambkin about setting a date for Mr Mcloughlin’s appraisal. 
Cllr S. Jones reported  

• that a pipe by the old School in Abergwesyn was blocked and was causing flooding on the road. 
Cllr Van Rees said he would speak to Mr Smith about this issue also. 

Cllr Davies reported  

• that the light on the alley way between Tai Cae Mawr and Berthllwyd is still not lit and causing 
difficulties for children going to school and for the elderly. 

Cllr A. Jones reported  

• that the light at the back of Victoria Hall was still not repaired despite it being the responsibility of 
Powys county Council. 
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Action Cllr Van Rees to seek clarification as to whether the alley way has been adopted by Powys and the clerk 
to write a letter regarding the light at Victoria Hall. 

8. Anti-Social Behaviour -this was dealt with at an earlier stage in the meeting. 
9. New Train Timetable-this issue was dealt with in relation to matters arising from the previous meeting. 
10. Website-Cllr Rowlands reported that the website was moving forward and that he was meeting with Mr 

Rickard when he came over to this country before Christmas. He reported that Mr Rickard would be 
able to work on the website from February onwards. He requested that the Town Council host the 
website with a cost of £200.00.There was much debate about this issue particularly since the original 
idea was that businesses in the Town should foot the cost. After much discussion it was decided that 
local business should be expected to contribute at least half of the cost and that the Town Council 
would fund the remaining monies (i.e. £100.00). 

11. Youth Council Agenda- as nothing had been done about contacting the school or advertising for the 
youth Council the issue is to be carried forward to the next meeting. 

12. Planning – Pre-consultation on the installation of a telecommunications mast at Cym Henog. All Cllrs 
had notice of this application prior to the meeting. There were no objections raised. 

13. Twinning- Cllr Davies reported that the Twinning committee had received decorations for the Tree 
Festival, but they had arrived after the trees had been put up. They will keep them ready for next year.    
The proposed visit  to Cesky Krumlov next year was being investigated since they have had a change of 
Mayor.The committee have asked both Meriel and Cesky Krumlov if they want to send a team to run the 
Man v Horse next year. They will be running with a Llanwrtyd team. 

14. Services  
14.1 Public Toilets- The Clerk reported that it was possible to turn off the lights but a key was need to 

get into the sensor box.  
Action: Cllr James to have a word with Simon and at the same time get an update on the heaters. 

14.2 The Dolwen Field -the Clerk gave an update on the Dolwen Field and the Communication 
between Darren Mills and Powys planning. She informed members that the monies form Account No 2 had been 
transferred into the Dolwen Field development Committee Account. She also informed them of a contractor who 
would be useful to get to the next committee meeting which is due to take place on the evening of the 7th 
January. Cllr Davies reported that there were many mole hills again on the field. 
                        The Clerk informed members that the caretaker had requested a repair of the roof of one of the 
building on the Dolwen Field. He had priced out the cost of corrugated iron. Councillors were concerned as to 
which roof it was. If it was the parent shelter in the toddlers play area then he could go ahead but if it was the 
gazebo they did not want corrugated iron .  
Action: Clerk to clarify which building with Mr Dodds and give the go ahead if appropriate. 

14.3 Town Square and Green- Cllr Rowlands reported that Mr Evans was having difficulty 
accessing the light on the kite due to the prickly bushes. Cllr Rowlands said he would make sure that he could 
get access by rimming the bush. 
Cllr. Lambkin reported that there were also moles hills on the square and that she had tried to get rid of them. 
She could not confirm whether her attempt had been successful. 

15. Correspondence 
Item 3 on Agenda             e-mail from Andrew Powell  in response to Town Council letter 
                                             Letter from transport Wales in response to letter sent. 
Item 4.3 on Agenda          Letter from Welsh government re; Section 137 spending for 2019-2020. 
Item 4.3 on Agenda         Precept 2019/2020 
Item 5 on Agenda            Letter from Neil Delafield re; Co-option  
Item 9 on Agenda            Letter from Knighton Town Council re; New train Provider 
Item 12 on Agenda          Letter from Savills- pre-consultation regarding the siting of  a telecommunications mast 

on land at Cwm Henog 
                                            Letter from Martin Weale regarding publishing third party correspondence on 

planning issues. 
Item 15 on agenda         Training programme for Councillors January to March 2019 
This item to be put on the next agenda to discuss. 
15.1 on Agenda               Letter regarding the Cambrian Woollen Mill 
                                            from Tanya Dawson 
15.2                                   Letter of consent from Wales Trunk road Agency for Christmas lights 
15.3                                   Letter from Police and Crime Commissioner re Police Precept. 
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Cllr Pace-Avery thanked everyone for their attendance and wished all a very Merry Christmas. She closed the 

meeting at 9:40pm 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………. 
 
Date……………………………………………….. 
 
 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING  :   WEDNESDAY 16TH January 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 


