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Town Council Minutes  held on Wednesday 20th February 2019 in the Council Chambers of the War 

Memorial Institute. 

Present: Cllrs L. Pace-Avery, T. Van Rees, P. James, P. Lambkin, J. Davies, S. Jones, M. Piggot. 

Cllr Pace-Avery opened the meeting at 7.04 and welcomed PCSO Kelham to the meeting. 

Visiting speaker :  Ms J Kelham PCSO  

PCSO Kelham began by giving an update of policing in Llanwrtyd Wells. She informed members that there had 
been an increase in calls to report incidents during November and December and that as a result there had been 
a greater police presence within the Community. The police have been in liaison with Mid Wales housing, and 
local landlords. As a result, they are aware of who is moving into the area and are engaging with possible 
offenders before they offend. They are monitoring on a regular basis, knocking on doors and generally making 
their presence felt. She felt that this strategy was working and since December there had been a lull in offensive 
activity. The “Premier” shop had now joined the BOB scheme which bans the sale of alcohol to certain people 
and it was hoped that the garage would join the scheme. She reiterated that the Police can only act on 
intelligence and things have to be evidenced to stand any chance of going to prosecution.  
                    Cllr James and Cllr Davies felt that issues get half dealt with, the courts appearing to overrule 
apparently secure cases and when evidence has been obtained there have been incidents of no follow through 
by the Police leaving the victim with no closure.  
                        There was general concern amongst Councillors that the public were losing confidence in the 
system. PCSO Kelham felt equally frustrated from a police point of view, that prosecution doesn’t happen when 
many hours has been invested in putting a case together. 
The issue of CCTV was raised but because not enough incidents are reported and followed through by residents 
who are reluctant to give evidence then the statistics don’t show that Llanwrtyd warrants CCTV . 
                       Cllr James raised the issue of an elderly resident being disturbed by noise of the occupants of a 
flat above her. PCSO Kelham was aware of the issues and regularly pops in to see the lady in question. 
It was suggested that the Neighbourhood Watch scheme be relaunched in the Town. PCSO Kelham said she 
could provide stickers and would be instrumental in a relaunch by setting up a workshop in Victoria Hall .The 
morning would be targeted as community safety and would included the mid And Wet Wales Fire authority . This 
would be an opportunity for residents to have their say. The date of Saturday March 9th was agreed upon. 
Questions were raised about the apparent erratic deployment of police staff with many at some incidents and few 
at other times. PCSO Kelham explained that sometimes they would sometimes have a “blitz”in an area and 
sometimes the way the rotas worked meant there could be more police on duty.  
Cllr Pace-Avery thanked PCSO Kelham for her time and looked forward to future communication with her. 
PSCO Kelham left the meeting at 7:45pm.  

1. Apologies for Absence -Cllrs R. Hughes, J. Rowlands and A. Jones 
2. Declarations of interest -there were no declarations brought to the table. 
3. Minutes of the January Meeting and matters arising- the Clerk brought to the attention of members 

an amendment requested by Cllr A. Jones. After due consideration the January minutes were proposed 
as an accurate record by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr M.Pigott. 

Matters arising- The Clerk informed members that Builth Surgery had offered the date of Friday 22nd as a 
meeting date . This was felt to be too short notice and no one was available to attend. It was suggested that 
another date be sought. 
Action: Clerk to contact The secretary to re-arrange. 
The Clerk informed members that there had been a response from the Mid and West Wales Fire service 
regarding the Civic Reception for the Llanwrtyd ire Station requesting suggested dates. The 23rd and 30th April 
were suggested and Cllr Van Rees offered to contact the Fire service to firm up a date . 
Action: Cllr Van Rees to get dates to Fire Service to confirm a date. 
When the dates are confirmed invitations will be sent out to relevant dignitaries. 

4. Finance  
4.1 To consider the January Balance Sheet-The Clerk outlined income and expenditure for January. 

After due consideration the January balance sheet was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T. 
Van Rees and seconded by Cllr S. Jones. 

4.2 Transfer of monies -the clerk informed members that cheques had been issued in readiness to 
transfer £2000.00 to account number two in order to cover Public Toilet costs for the next financial year and 
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£441.45 to the Swansea building society to ensure that the council’s reserves were in line with the current 
precept. 
                 Also under finance the Clerk informed members that the independent review panel had published the 
2019/2020 document and that the payment of £150.00 to serving councillors was no longer an option but 
mandatory. Each year Councillors will need to put in writing whether or not they wish to receive this payment. 
         Cllr Davies suggested that a proforma letter be made available to Councillros. 
Action: Clerk to put together a pro forma letter. 
5. Co-option of Councillor -the Clerk informed members that both candidates, Mr N.Delafield and Mrs A. 
Edwards, had filled in the eligibility questionnaire and distributed copies of the originals for Councillors to peruse. 
Both candidates were considered equally as a result of the questionnaire. After due consideration voting papers 
were distributed and Councillors were asked to mark the papers accordingly. Voting papers were collected and 
the votes counted. Mrs A. Edwards had the majority. Cllr Van Rees formally proposed that Mrs A. Edwards be 
offered the position. This was unanimously carried after a show of hands. Mrs A. Edwards was duly appointed. 
Action; The Clerk to write letters to both candidates informing them of the decision and thanking both for their 
applications and interest. 

6. Traffic Calming -as Cllr Rowlands was not present there was little to report other than the police van 
seems to be out in Llanwrtyd on a regular basis at the moment.  

7. Feedback from Councillors. 
Cllr P. James reported that ; 

• A contact for MIND had been in touch with him with a view to doing some work in the Community. As 
Mrs Pace-Avery is now Mayor Cllr James will forward her details .Mrs Pace-Avery can then discuss the 
details . 

• he was concerned for businesses in Llanwrtyd and suggested that the Town Council should support 
buying locally and suggested that we  publish something on the website to encourage  people to buy 
locally. He suggested that a logo be made for people to put in their windows cars etc. 

Action :Clerk to design a simple logo with “Town Council and Community working together to buy locally”. 
Cllr T. Van Rees reported that; 

• he and Cllr A. Jones had attended a parsonage meeting regarding the provision of accommodation for 
the Vicar.  The current vicar is leaving Llanwrtyd at Easter and the issue needs resolving in readiness 
for a new vicar. After much pressure and expression of strong views it was agreed that a vicarage would 
be sought in Llanwrtyd and the Committee agreed to look at buying a suitable property. 

Cllr P. Lambkin reported that ; 
 The window boxes fixed at a high level  at the back of Carlton Riverside  were rotting and posed a danger for the 
public should they fall. 
Action: Cllr T. Van Rees offered to speak to Mr B.  Campbell regarding the issue. 
Cllr M. Pigott requested clarification of protocol regarding reporting to Council from other organisations as he 
was a member of several committees in Town. It was felt that if it had an impact on the work of the Town Council 
issues should be raised in writing from the organisation. 
Cllr Davies reported that; 
  Buses destined for Manor Adventure were still getting stuck at Berthllywd and as yet there has been no 
directional sign put up.  
Cllr Van Rees offered to speak to Mr Griffiths at the Abernant to get something done. 
Cllr S. Jones reported that;  
The work done on cleaning the drains at Abergwesyn was of a poor quality. Areas had been “scooped out” with a 
digger and leaves just brushed aside. She felt the work needed inspection.  
Cllr Van Rees offered to speak with Mr B. Campbell about the issue. 
Cllr L. Pace-Avery informed members that; 

• She had received an e-mail from Mr D. Brown inviting her to officially open the new Community Kitchen 
at the Station on the 18th April. 

• That she had received a letter of resignation from the Clerk with effect from 31st August 2019 
She read the letter to members and thanked the Clerk for all the work that she had done over her 6 years in 
office. This was corroborated by both Cllr James and Cllr Davies.Cllr James felt that thanks should also go to Mr 
Ball  for supporting the work of the Clerk. Cllr Davies felt that perhaps this was the time to re-evaluate the role of 
the Clerk and possibly split the job in two with the Clerk and the financial Responsible Officer becoming separate 
posts. The Clerk was asked to consider that if this happened would she consider retaining one of the roles. The 
Clerk agreed to consider this ready for the next meeting.  Cllr Pace-Avery concluded the discussion by reluctantly 
accepting the Clerk’s resignation letter. 
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8. Anti-Social Behaviour -it was felt that this issue had been addressed by the visiting speaker and that 
there was nothing to add. 

9. Website – in the absence of Cllr Rowlands , Cllr Pigott reported that all images and text had been 
passed on to Mr Rickard. After some discussion it was felt that Mr Rickard should be invited to talk to 
the Council. Cllr Pace-Avery to contact Mr Rickard with a view to setting a date, if needs be, for a 
special meeting. 

Action: Cllr Pace-Avery to arrange the above. 
10. Youth Council- no issues or information were brought to the table on this issue. 
11. Planning -Cllr T. Van Rees informed members that retrospective planning application at Glan Irfon has 

now been granted. 
Cllr J. Davies informed members that notification had been received from the Camping and Caravan club that 
proposed camping at Llanwrtyd Hall would not be pursued. 

12. Twinning -Cllr Davies informed members that; 

• the AGM of the Twinning Committee  was on the 7th March 

• a team from Cesky Krumlov would be taking part this year’s  Man v Horse race. 

• The trip to Cesky Krumlov was organised for the 25th-30th September during which time there 
would be a folk festival on. He outlined the cost and asked if anyone was interested to make it 
known to the secretary by the weekend. 

•  that Mr B Davies,Chair of the Twinning Committee, had requested  a letter be written to the 
Mayor of Meriel to ask if he wants the Twinning agreement to carry on as there has been no 
communication from Meriel for some time and it is difficult for Llanwrtyd Twinning Committee 
to know how to move forward.  

13. Councillor Training-Cllr Lambkin reported that she and Cllr A. Jones had attended the One Voice 
Wales meeting where it was suggested that e-learning could be provided . This would potentially cut 
costs and could be more accessible for a wider audience. This led to much debate about training and 
the way forward which indicates that Councillor training could become obligatory. Training  is currently 
mandatory for County Council staff and keeps members up to speed with a rapidly changing climate . 

14. Services  
a) Public Toilets-the Clerk read an e-mail from Mr Howells regarding the heaters. He had been to see 

the toilets with Mr McLoughlin and needed to know the purpose of the heaters. 
The issue of keys was raised it was felt that no more keys should be cut.  
Action: Cllr Lambkin to tell Mr Mcloughlin not to get one cut for the toilets. 
Cllr Lambkin informed members that Mr Mcloughlin’s appraisal had been done. The issue of opening and closing 
the toilets was a problem due to Mr McLouglhin’s work schedule. Currently Mr Cook is opening and closing. 
Remuneration of this job was discussed and after several options were put forward by the Clerk it was proposed 
by Cllr Van Rees that Mr Cook be offered the sum of £50.00 a quarter as a gesture of goodwill. This was 
seconded by Cllr Davies. It was felt that a new job description be put together for Mr Mcloughlin to include the 
floors being mopped twice a week, bins emptying daily. It was felt that the cleaning should be monitored on a 
regular basis. 
Action: Clerk to revise job description. Cllr Lambkin and Cllr Pace Avery to monitor the cleanliness of the toilets.  

b) Library-Cllr Van Rees and Cllr Lambkin attended the meeting with the Principle Librarian Mrs 
K. Thomas and her colleagues. The financial situation is such that the Library service must make savings of 
£200,000 which meant that paid librarians would need to be removed from the smaller libraries. A central 
organisation still needed to be funded in order to manage distribution of books and keep up to date with stock 
and there needed to be someone who could give support to volunteer librarians when needed. The retirement of 
the Headteacher in August raised questions about the future plans for the school and therefore the library Cllr 
Van Rees reassured members that there was no question of the school being under threat and therefore the 
library wold remain operational, run wholly by volunteers, who currently do an amazing job. 

c) Surgery -this was discussed under matters arising and no other issues were brought to the 
table 
 Action; The Clerk is to seek a new date for a meeting with the surgery.  

d) Dolwen Field-   Cllr Lambkin informed members that she was prepared to deal with the moles on 
the field and requested another member of Council to help. Cllr Davies offered to help. 

Cllr Piggot read a letter to members requesting that a lease be granted to the Dolwen Field Development 
Committee in order to develop the field in line with the proposals. Cllr Van Rees felt it would be granted by way of 
a licence and that he would speak with his son to draw up the necessary documents. Cllr Van Rees formally 
proposed this motion. A show of hands indicated a unanimous decision to grant the above lease . 
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Action: Cllr Van Rees to instigate drawing up of relevant documents. 
The Clerk outlined to members the status of the planning application and informed members of the situation with 
the Powys regeneration monies which would provide match funding for the sensory garden . 
Cllr Pigott reported on the activities of the Dolwen Field Committee outlining forthcoming fund raising events. Cllr 
James reported that he had arranged visits to the field by prospective designers. Mr D. Emery and Mr R. 
Boucher , with a view to giving us a quote for work on the sensory garden. The Clerk reported that Mr D. 
Burridge would also visit with the same aim. 
The Clerk informed members that until we had planning permission, we could not move forward with grant 
applications. Cllr Van Rees offered to e-mail planning to give an update. 
Cllr James requested that an invoice be raised for Strata Medical for hire of the Pavilion for three  days. 
Action: Clerk to raise the above invoice. 

e) Town Square and Green- no issues were brought to the table. 
15. Civic Reception-Cllr Van Rees to take 23rd or 30th April to Mid Wales and West Fire Authority as 

possible dates for a Civic Reception. 
16. Correspondence 

Item 3 on Agenda -    

• response l from Jane Stephens at Builth Practice suggesting that a meeting be held on Friday 22nd at 
11.30 in Builth surgery. 

• Response from  Marie Thomas regarding Civic reception 
Action:  Cllr Van Rees to offer two dates to Mid Wales and West fire Authority. 
Item 11 on Agenda               planning application 18/08/0815/ FUL -this planning application was considered by 

the rights of Way Committee on the 7th February. 
Item 14a on Agenda            report from Howell re; heaters 
Item 16.1                              Letter from Cambrian Mountain Initiative 
Action : Clerk to invite Mr Morgan to the next Council meeting 
Item 16.2                              Letter from Barclays informing Council that the Llandovery Branch is to close. 
Action; Clerk to write Town Council concern about yet another closure of Bank. 
Item 16.3                              Letter from Western Power regarding unmetered electricity (Christmas Lights) 
Item 16.4                              Letter from One voice Wales re ;renewing membership. 
 
 
 
Signed ; ………………………………………….. 
 
Date………………………………………………… 
 
Date of Next Meeting : WEDNESDAY 20th MARCH 
 
 
Amendments; Cllr J Davies asked that his request for a letter to go to the Mayor of Meriel to clarify whether the 

Comite de Jumelage was still in operation, be included in the minutes. 
   
 


