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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 17th January 2018 in the Council Chambers of the 

War Memorial Institute.  

Present :  Cllrs L. Pace-Avery, A. Jones, E. Lake, T. Van Rees, J. Rowlands, S. Jones, J. Davies, L. Voss 

In attendance;  Mrs L Eh Ball (Clerk and RFO) 

1. Apologies for Absence   Visiting speaker Ms J Kelham  sent her apologies due to illness.  

                                                  Cllrs P. James, R. Hughes, P. Lambkin 

2. Declarations of Interest – there were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of the December  meeting and matters  arising.    

After due consideration the minutes of the December meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T. Van 
Rees and seconded by Cllr J. Davies. There were no matters arising. 

4. Finance 
4.1 The December balance sheet  for Account No1 and Account No 2 were duly considered . 
Account No.1  
     Income for the month included the third payment of the precept, a VAT reimbursement and monies from 
the Festival Committee.  
Account No2  
  A balance sheet was presented to members showing income and expenditure. 

 After due explanation and consideration, the balance sheets were proposed as  accurate records by Cllr L. Voss and 
seconded by Cllr T. Van Rees. 
                 At this point Cllr Hughes rang the meeting and was put onto speaker phone so all could hear. As the issue 
was regarding Anti-Social Behaviour , item 7 on  the Agenda,it was felt that it  should be dealt with as a  whole item.  
                    She apologised for not being able to attend the meeting due to illness but she felt she needed to inform 
members of the anti-social behaviour that was occurring in Llanwrtyd on a regular basis. Several incidents were 
repotred and concerns raised as to action taken by the police even though the 101 procedure had been followed on 
more than one occasion. There was much discussion about anti-social behaviour within the Town  which the police 
appear to be powerless  satisfactorily. It would appear that certain individuals are  flouting the law in the knowledge 
that there they can do what they wish and get away with it. It is causing much angst and trepidation within the Town to 
the point where residents are not reporting incidents for fear of retribution. 
The call was ended and the set agenda was returned to. 

4.2 To consider the information distributed at the December meeting regarding the budget update and 

proposals for the 2018-2019 precept.  

4.3  The recent Independent Review Panels determinations require Town and Community Councils  “to 

compensate members of the Community and Town Councils for expenses and costs involved in carrying 

out their duties, the Panel has determined that Councils must make a payment to each member”, the 

determination being;  

“Community and Town Councils must make a payment to each of their members of £150.00 per year for 
costs incurred in respect of telephone usage, information technology, consumables etc”. 

This determination, together with a further 5 determinations, sets out what expenses can be claimed by officers. 
Should officers opt to claim expenses then this would need to be declared publicly during the audit process and the 
names of Cllrs and the extent of their claim would be published , under the Freedom of Information Act , on the Town 
Council website. 
In order to meet these requirements, it is necessary to include this money in our 2018-2019 budget. This issued was 
widely debated in Council and it was felt that an increase of £1650 (11x £150) would be excessive. It was finally 
proposed by Cllr Van Rees to increase the precept  by £1000 to accommodate this need and that should all 
Councillors decide to claim the allowance the shortfall would be met from Council reserves. This proposal was 
seconded by Cllr J Rowlands . A show of hands for the proposal was called for and the motion was unanimously 
carried by all Cllrs present. 

4.4 Forms were distributed to all Councillors to find out  if they wanted to claim any expenses or if they 
wanted to waive the right to claim. 

4.5 Llangamamarch disaster fund-members were brought up to  date with the events leading to the setting 
up of  a trust fund by Cllr T. Van Rees. An article had been published in the Brecon and Radnor 
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newspaper and an article has been written to go into the February “Grapevine”  explaining to the public 
the situation as it presently stands. 

 
 
 

5. Feedback form Councillors 
Cllr A. Jones reported  

• that the signs for the Dolecoed Road and Zion Street were no longer  in place . She reported that 
delivery vehicles were asking for directions to these places and requested that they be reinstated.  

It was suggested that they may have been removed when the former bank was repainted and to ask the 
builder responsible for painting at the time  if they could be replaced. 

• that the outside light on Victoria Hall overlooking the car par was out and could this be reported to Powys 
County Council. 

• that for the first time in its history there had been petty pilfering in Victoria Hall with a  tin of chocolate 
biscuits from the cupboard in the back room of Victoria Hall going missing. This is where the craft group 
meet and where they enjoy tea and biscuits half way through their session. The thieving has been 
noticed and measures will be taken to secure the cupboard in future. 

• That the Victoria Hall Committee was concerned that the right of way down the side of the hall had been 
locked and access apparently  denied . The committee of Victoria Hall  have  written evidence that this is 
a right of access for maintenance reasons and needs to be accessible. Cllr   A. Jones felt that there 
should be some negotiation and an agreement with the Owner of the property next door for access to be 
made available once a month to carry out necessary inspections of the building. Cllr Van Rees offered to 
look over the paperwork and take things from there. 

Cllr L. Voss reported  

• that she had been told that Llanwrtyd was a” brilliant place with a lot going on” when she was visiting a 
nearby Town.  

• That the weigh in club had picked up two new members since Christmas.. 

• That she was prepared to be the “responsible adult”, once a month, for the football that Sol  lake was 
organising. 

• She inquired who was responsible for the cleaning of the library and for keeping the bookshelves dusted and 
kept organised. It appears that the volunteer librarians often hoover the carpet but it was felt that the paid 
librarian should be maintaining the standards of display within the library and ensuring that shelves are 
dusted.It was suggested that she contact Mrs K. Thomas, Principle librarian, with her concerns. 

• She enquired when the Christmas lights would be taken down.  
Action : Clerk to contact Leigh Williams to find out when they would be taken down. 
 
Cllr. E. Lake 
Confirmed that Sol had set up the football but voiced that there was concern that his e-mail address had been put into 
the public domain with an article in the grapevine. There was parental concern about this as Sol is only 14. There 
needs to be a responsible adult to supervise the activity. Football will not start until a suitably approved adult is made 
available. 
Cllr J. Rowlands reported  

• that the tourism meeting held in the Heritage Centre on the10th January had been very successful with 37 
people in attendance. The mood of the meeting was such that everyone felt something has to be done to 
make Llanwrtyd more visible. 7 people volunteered to sit on a steering group who would meet towards the 
end of the month. Cllr Rowlands volunteered to chair this meeting. It was hoped that a resurrected Tourism 
Association be formed. If this came to fruition then it would be possible to access different speakers to come 
and give their insights into how to go forward with a marketing strategy. 

• that Mr D W. Morgan from the Cambrian mountain Initiative would be speaking at the Heritage Centre on the  
13th February to begin at 10:00am 

• that he had attended the Wellness meeting in Llandrindod and that their remit had widened the whole area rather 
than just Llandrindod. There had been success in getting through  the first round of a funding application to TPIF 
with the possibility of a large sum of money being allocated if successful in the next round, for marketing the 
”Wellness theme” across the area. Some debate ensued about the understanding of the brand word “Wellness” -
did it relate to the wells in the area or did it relate to Wellbeing. Cllr Rowlands said “wellness” meant “wellbeing. 
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Cllr Davies informed members; 

• that the Charity tractor run was to be held on March 4th to be named the “Shane Davies Memorial 
Run”.This year’s money raised would go towards the Dolwen Field Project but if it becomes an annual 
event, which is hoped,  funds would go to other  local causes. 

Cllr T Van Rees informed members  

• that the refurbishment of the War Memorial Institute was still an issue. The Housing Associations 
were not interested in funding two flats. Some funding has been secured  to keep up basic repairs and maintenance of 
the building meanwhile  further funds are being sought  for refurbishment. It is a concern that the number of trustees is 
dwindling and it may be that sometime in the future  the Town Council become the residuary trustees of the Institute. 
 

6. Website  
Cllr Pace-Avery informed members of that Mr P. Ricard had sent a letter saying that he would be prepared to set 
up an overarching Llanwrtyd Wells Website with all the appropriate links to other Llanwrtyd Websites. He currently 
lives inn Germany but is due to return to Llanwrtyd at some point in the future. A meeting has tentatively been 
arranged for the 15th February when he will be visiting Llanwrtyd for a short time. It was suggested that the 
invitation to the meeting be extended to those in the community who already have experience of websites.The 
cost of the website is expected to be £120. per year and it is hoped that local businesses will support this 
financially. 
Action: Clerk to circulate information closer to the date to all councillors. 
7. Anti-Social Behaviour- as this was discussed at great length during and after Cllr Hughes telephone call 

there were no further issues brought to the table . It was suggested that PCSO Kelham be invited to the next 
meeting. 
Action: Clerk to action the above  

8. Traffic Calming -The Clerk informed members that contact had been made  with Mr D Williams regarding the 
traffic calming, The resurfacing and the replacement of bollards. He would be instigating a meeting with 
available Councillors in the near future with a representative for the Welsh Government to outline the works to 
be undertaken.  

Action: Clerk to inform members when this meeting would take place when arranged. 
 A decision was requested on the style of bollards needed .All members voted with “Manchester” having the majority 
vote if the reflector could be replaced with a band of gold. 
Cllr Rowlands reported that there was no further news regarding the Community Speed Watch project since Ms 
Kelham was ill and hadn’t responded to e-mails that had been sent. 

9. Planning – there were no Planning issues brought to the table. 
10. Twinning-Cllr Davies reported tht the AGM would be coming up in the near future. The twinning dinner was 

on the 19th January with a good take up. 
The Clerk informed members that the letter to Meriel from the Town Council had not been sent yet as the letter 
was with Cllr James at present. It would be sent as soon as he returned.  
11. Services 

a) Public Toilets -Cllr Pace Avery informed members that Cllr James had approached Mr P Cook with a  
view to paying a retainer of £50.00 per year to  close the Public Toilets at the end of the day. After an initial refusal 
and further  discussion it was accepted on the grounds that the money would go towards plants for the Public toilet 
area. 

The Clerk showed members the Gold Award Certificate awarded by “Loo of the Year”. It was felt that his needed to be 
framed and put up in the toilets and a press release sent to the local papers.  
Action: Clerk to write and send press release. 

b) Dolwen Field – The Clerk outlined the position regarding the planning application that had been 
submitted and requested a way forward. Cllr Van Rees offered to speak with the planning department on the 
Council’s behalf . It was also felt by a great many Councillors that the actual plan that was submitted could be altered 
to show a lesser space which would reduce the cost. The Clerk would also contact Mr Mills the architect and Mrs L. 
Williams at the planning department. 
     Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that the previous meeting with the Dolwen Field Development Committee 
went well with the election of a Chair ( Mr D Barlow) ,and a secretary(Mr M. Piggott) with the Treasurer remaining 
with the Clerk of the Town Council for the present. Letters would be written to all groups inviting a member  to be  
part of the Committee. 
          She informed members of the cheese and Wine event to revisit the project with the public. She urged all 
councillors to attend if they could. The evening would be Chaired by herself and the Clerk with the aim of getting 
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some indication of what people want to see in Llanwrtyd. Cllr James has said he will provide the cheese and the 
wine for the event. 
              She informed members of the potential setting up of a Youth Club in the Pavilion, indicating that a notice 
would be put into the Grapevine in February and a meeting held in the pavilion to gauge interest.  
Action: Clerk to send article to the “Grapevine”. 
      The Clerk reported on the consultation had with Mrs. L.  Trow at County Hall. She advised that we concentrate 
on becoming more community focussed with possibly a member of each supporting group to be part of the 
committee. She also said not to water the application down too much but to reword and refocus and resubmit. It was 
suggested that Cllr Rowlands, the Clerk  and interested members of the Committee go through the application form 
to rejig it . 
Action: Clerk to contact Cllr Rowlands with a date. 

c) Library -no major issues with the Library other than the cleaning issue which has already been 
addressed and the fact that on more than one occasion the computers have been left on. 

d) Town Square and Green- Cllr Rowlands expressed concern that the Town Square and Green was 
looking neglected and needed something doing with it. He expressed concern that it would take a great 
deal of work to get the Town ready for a Wales in bloom entry this year and felt that we need to urge the 
Community to get ready for an application possibly next year . This would need a concerted effort by all 
to make Llanwrtyd look clean, bright and cheerful and well maintained throughout . The forthcoming 
Eisteddfodd and the road race would be excellent incentives to make this happen this year, in readiness 
for an entry to Wales in Bloom next year. In the light of the amount of work needed it was proposed that 
entry for the Wales in Bloom be postponed this year to be reconsidered next year. All councillors present 
agreed with this proposal.  

e) Surgery – the possibility of the Citizens advice bureau coming back to Llanwrtyd with its base at the 
surgery was discussed. Cllr S. Jones was of the understanding that the Citizens Advice Bureau were to 
contact Mr Powell with a view to negotiating this. 

f) Cae post – The Clerk informed members that the recycling of plastic via Cae Post would cease on the 
31st January due to the poor price being paid for the waste . An article will go into the grapevine to let the 
public know. Councillors expressed their regret at this happening as the initiative was well used in 
Llanwrtyd .It was suggested that a letter be written to the Welsh Minister asking the questions as to why 
there was such a discrepancy in recycling policies among different counties in Wales. 

12. Correspondence 
Item 6        Letter from Mr P Rickard re; Website for Llanwrtyd. 
Item 11a    Gold Standard from Loo of the Year Awards 
Item 11b    Letter from Powys re : Planning application  
Item 11f     Letter from Cae Post re ; recycling bin 
Item 12 Correspondence  
 e-mail form Jen Walsby re; allocation of Gardening Grant. 

After much discussion it was decided that a grant would be made available but it would depend on the letter received 
from the gardening club as to what the grant would be used for and how much was required. 
 
The Chair , Deputy Mayor Cllr Pace-Avery ,thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9:25pm. 
 
Signed……………………………………………. 
 
Date………………………………………………… 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING ;    WEDNESDAY 21st FEBRUARY 
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Amendments:  
Cllr Rowlands requested the following amendments;  
At item 5 ; 

“Cllr Rowlands felt that the brand would not change at this point in time.” To be replaced with:  
“Cllr Rowlands said “wellness” meant “wellbeing”  “ 

At item 8 
Replace “CARS” with “Community Speed Watch” 
 
Cllr Voss requested the following amendments; 
At item 5  
That she was prepared to be the “responsible adult” for the football that Sol Lake was organising. 
Insert “once  a month” 
At item 5 
Request a change of wording 
 From:   That the weigh-in club was gaining in numbers and going from strength to strength. 
 To:       That the weigh in club had picked up two new members since Christmas. 
 
 
 

 
 


