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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 19th July 2017 in the Council Chambers 

of the War Memorial Institute. 

Present : Cllrs P James, L. Pace-Avery, J. Rowlands, P.Lambkin, L. Voss , R. Hughes, J. Davies, E. Lake, 
T. Van Rees, A. Jones, S. Jones 
 There were 22 observers in attendance 
In Attendance: Mrs Lynn E Ball (Clerk and RFO) 
                   Cllr James opened proceedings and welcomed Councillors, particularly members of the 
public to the meeting. 
               He outlined the format of the meeting to all and welcomed three new co-opted Councillors, 
Cllr Lorraine Voss , Rachel Hughes and Elodie Lake , to the table and felt that they would bring fresh 
ideas and new perspectives to the Council. 

1. Apologies for Absence – there were no apologies for absence. 
2. Declarations of interest – Cllr Voss declared an interest in item 4 on the Agenda and was 

advised by Cllr James that when the time came she would be asked to leave the meeting 
whilst discussion ensued and would then be invited back to the meeting. 

3. Minutes  
The minutes of the June meeting were duly considered. There were no amendments and none were 
brought to the table. They were proposed as an accurate record by Cllr Pace-Avery and seconded by 
Cllr P. Lambkin. 
Matter arising from the minutes. 
The Clerk reported on a conversation had with Mr B Hamwell from Natural resources Wales 
regarding several points that had arisen in the June meeting.  

• The issue of the telephone lines- this was due to Open Reach renewing the poles and not as 
a result of  a log lorry taking down the line. 

• The issue of litter signage at the White bridge and Pwll Bo – It was not the policy of NRW to 
erect signs of a negative nature. Also these sites, which are visited regularly by officers from 
NRW are not generally  deemed to be high risk sites for litter. 

• The issue of log lorry entry and exit to sites along the Abergwesyn Road-NRW do have a 
recommended policy of a one way system going in at Beulah and exiting via Llanwrtyd but 
this is not enforceable as  it very much depends on where logging is taking place. 

Cllr S. Jones felt that the log lorries from Esgair Dafydd were not using the correct exit point at the 
Sugar Loaf and were causing concern with residents in Abergwesyn. 
There were also concerns about the weight of some of these lorries and the effect they may be 
having on some of the bridges that they cross. Cllr Davies informed members that the weight of the 
lorries hadn’t changed in years and was still at the limit of 44tonnes. 
It was suggested that a letter be written to Tilhill and NRW and the highways department at Powys 
outlining some of these concerns. 
Action: Clerk to write above letter and copy to Powys and NRW. 
Mr W Fulford and Mrs J. Fulford, new owners of Lofftwen joined the meeting and were welcomed by 
Cllr James. He offered the floor to Mr Fulford to bring people up to speed with developments as they 
presently stand. 
           Mr Fulford began by recapping on the project the family intend to undertake at Lofftwen 
stating that it was a family legacy project with long term sustainability, increased diversity and mixed 
use of the land in mind.  The project would focus on access and heritage. Bridleways and footpaths 
would be  improved ,maintained and sustained. 
He acknowledged two concerns which were raised at the meeting held with the Town Council in 
November which were  

1. Management of woodlands 
2. Longer implications of timber extraction and increased use of lorries through Llanwrtyd 

Wells. 
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He had met with the woodland trust and they agreed that the terrain was suitable for what he was 
intending to achieve and he had spoken to Mr Phil Morgan of the alternative technology centre in 
Macynlleth. The family have applied for a grant from NRW, after an initial rejection, they were asked 
to submit their plans and were given a deadline  5 weeks to apply, which they managed to do. The 
application was accepted and the hope was that there should be written consent to the grant in the 
coming weeks.  
The plan circulated to the public by the NRW was not the same plan that the Fulfords have 
submitted for consideration. 
               Mr Fulford impressed on those present that this project was not designed with pure 
commerciality in mind but it was designed to enhance the ecological environment and use the land 
for a variety of uses whilst preserving natural features and encouraging the wildlife in the area.                   
Already a newly discovered quarry has been identified as a valuable habitat for reptiles and a large 
active badger sett has been discovered. There are 26 different species of tree to be planted in 
intimate mixtures which would not be harvested for the next 30-40 years. 
Cllr James thanked Mr Fulford for his presentation and opened the discussion to the table. 
Cllr Lambkin raised the issue of access and where access roads would be sited.  
Mr Fulford responded by saying that the access roads, at this point in time, were not being 
considered and would not be considered until the trees had matured ready for cutting. 
Cllr Davies felt strongly that, planting, whichever kind of tree, would cover the Garn  hillside  and 
would totally alter the landscape of Llanwrtyd  Wells. 
Cllr Hughes asked whether the trees would be felled by local contractors 
The response to this was that it was hoped that the whole project would, in time , involve many local 
people. 
Some discussion then ensued as to how long the trees would take to mature with a site a 
Rhandimywn being quoted and maturity possibly being 60years. 
Cllr James asked Mr Fulford what contact he had had with residents in the area.  
                  Mr Fulford responded that he had contacted his immediate neighbours and that the 
feeling was generally relaxed.  It appeared that two issues remain:  those of access through the site 
and access onto the main road and this may involve planning permission in the future which would 
come before Council from the Powys Planning Authority. Any renovations of buildings would also be 
subject to planning permission. Mr Fulford responded that having jumped through many hurdles to   
satisfy NRW they were now putting together a strategy for the renovation of the buildings and had 
appointed an architect to draw up designs. All buildings would be developed. 
Cllr Van Rees felt that Powys would support sympathetic renovation and restoration. 
Cllr James asked when it would be possible for the plans, which he had shown the Town Council, to 
be available to the public. Mr Fulford felt that their plan was a public document but before it could 
be circulated more widely he would like to check with NRW about the grant. When the grant issue 
was clarified the plans could be released for public viewing. 
  Cllr Lambkin asked, given the large number of observers, whether the Fulfords might consider a 
public meeting. Mr Fulford responded by saying that anyone that wanted to contact him could do so 
giving the Clerk permission to release his e-mail address and telephone number and that  the family 
would be holding  a “meet and greet”  open day for the public in the near future. 
He made it clear that as the landowner he was not seeking permission to plant from the Town 
Council -he has permission to plant  but was keen to be open about the project in the hope that the 
Community would embrace it.  
Cllr Davies repeated that the project would change the face of Llanwrtyd and asked what the 
timescale for first planting was.  
Mr Fulford responded that planting would commence in March next year. 
        Cllr Rowlands explained to the Fulfords the general feeling of residents was that forestry over 
the years had blighted the landscape and this development close to the Town could make things 
worse. 
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The point was made that although this might be the case forestry had also provided much needed 
employment in the area. 
 
The Town Clerk read letters from residents which had been received, stating their views on the 
planting at  Lofftwen 
          Cllr James said these letters would be responded to by the Town Council acknowledging their 
receipt but suggested that copies of the letters should be given to the Fulfords so they could make 
contact with the individuals to address the issues raised. 
Cllr James asked the Fulfords if there were any questions they would like to ask of the Council. At 
this point in time there were no questions. 
Cllr James reiterated that it was unfortunate that there were a set of plans circulating that were not 
a true reflection of what was being planned and this had caused great confusion amongst the public.     
He felt it urgent that the plans presented to the Town Council be made public as soon as possible. 
 This was acknowledged by Mr Fulford.  
The question of the Tilhill  logo on the plans was raised as this was deemed to be  like a red rag to a 
bull for many residents. 
       Mr Fulford defended this saying that the person from Tilhill that they had dealt with had been 
extremely helpful throughout the process and that Tilhill are doing what is being requested and are 
not dictating the planting. He did acknowledge that a family logo could be added.  
Mrs Fulford pointed out that the family were very keen to develop local talent both craft and small 
businesses recognising the creativity of the people in the area. 
Cllr Van Rees felt that this project would have been a good “object lesson” for Tilhill by having to 
listen to an alternative way of doing things. 
Cllr James thanked Mrs J Fulford and Mr W Fulford for their attendance. 
Cllr James reminded Cllrs of the code of conduct and stated that the plans given to the town council 
were not to go into the community as this was the responsibility of the Fulfords to trigger this.  
Circulated plans were collected by the Clerk. 
Mrs Fulford and her son left the meeting. 
           Cllr James invited those who wished to stay for the rest of the meeting were welcome to do 
so. All observers left the meeting. 

4. Mast at Tai Cae Mawr 
Cllr Voss updated members on the actions of the residents regarding the proposed mast informing 
members that letters had been written to Kirsty Williams and Chris Davies and that a petition was 
currently circulating in the town. There had also been an interview with the Brecon and Radnor 
newspaper but as yet no publication of the article. 
Mrs Voss left the meeting at 20.15 
Cllr Van Rees informed members that he had received several letters from residents regarding this 
issue and that he was due to have a meeting with Planning next week where he would speak with 
Karen Probert the officer in charge of this application but he did not hold out much hope for  a 
change in the decision which has already been made.  
He informed members that he would contact all those who had written to him either by e—mail or 
letter. 
It was put forward that perhaps all residents should have been informed of the planning application 
but Cllr Van Rees rightly pointed out that there is no legal requirement for the Planning authority to 
send individual notices to residents. 
Cllr James informed members that in the future there would be small masts on each lamppost as  
the Welsh Government put in systems to control street lighting centrally. 
 The clerk informed members that the letters sent to Cllr Van Rees had also been copied to the town 
council as requested at the last meeting. 
Cllr Voss re-joined the meeting at 20:31pm. 
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5. Finance 
5.1 June Balance Sheet-  the Clerk outlined income and expenditure for the month of June. After 

due consideration the balance sheet was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T. Van Rees 
and seconded by Cllr J. Rowlands. 

5.2  The Clerk informed members that the Council had received an unqualified Audit Report and 
that the Audit process was now complete.  The notice of completion of the Audit will be 
displayed on the noticeboard and the Audit itself would be published on the website under 
Freedom of Information. 

5.3 The Clerk informed members of a letter received regarding the payment of rates for the 
Community Hall at Ysgol Dolafon. Cllr Van Rees requested the letter to take back to Powys . 

6. Appointments to Committees – allocation of Councillors to the various Committees was 
duly considered and new Councillors allocated where they volunteered. A copy of the 
“Appointments to Committees for 2017-2018” is attached to these minutes as Appendix 1 . 
During allocation of duties to various Committees a discussion ensued about Tourism in Llanwrtyd 
Wells . Cllr Rowlands felt that there needed to be a whole Town marketing strategy which needed all 
groups to work together to develop Llanwrtyd as a tourist destination and not just a place where 
people came for specific events. He volunteered to take this issue forward. 

7. Adoption of Social Media Policy – Cllr Rowlands felt strongly that this was not a policy, 
merely a set of guidelines. After much discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Davies that the policy be 
adopted.  A vote was taken with a   show of hands. The proposal to adopt the policy was carried with 
9/11 Councillors voting to adopt with 2 abstentions. 
Adoption of Model Local Resolution Protocol for Community and Town Councils -it was unanimously 
decided to adopt this Policy. 

8. Anti -Social Behaviour Cllr James informed members, that as a result off the last meeting 
with the police and the strength of feeling within the Community, that individual community orders 
had been served on the perpetrators of recent anti-social behaviour . The sanctions imposed, if 
breached, would result in further Police action being taken.  
It was suggested that this information be put into the grapevine and Cllr James would draft a piece 
to go into the magazine.  
The Clerk  informed members that as a result of inviting the Police Crime Commissioner to the 
meeting  a letter had been received offering his apologies  for the meeting but would be prepared to 
attend at  future date. The Clerk read out a letter from his customer relations adviser. 

Action ; Cllr James to draft above letter for grapevine. 
9. Traffic Calming 

Cllr Rowlands suggested that he focus on traffic calming to help the Clerk. The Clerk, however, is not 
responsible for traffic calming issues. Discussion of the correspondence received from Mr R Morgan 
via e-mail and letter was discussed. The Clerk informed members that a letter had been written from 
the Town Council to Mr Morgan regarding all the issues that needed to be tackled in the Town i.e.; 
traffic calming, replacement od missing bollards and the resurfacing of the 483 through the centre of 
Town. To date there has been no response made. Cllr Van Rees requested a copy of the letter and he 
would follow it up. 

Action: Clerk to send a copy of the letter to Cllr Van Rees. 
Cllr Rowlands informed members that the CARS project was now ready to get started. This would 
mean contacting the original volunteers to see if they were still interested. It was suggested that a 
piece be put into the Grapevine about the project but Cllr Rowlands felt that contact should be 
made with the original volunteers first 
Action: Cllr Rowlands to approach current volunteers on file. 
As time was running short it was decided to address Planning next. 

10.  Planning – Planning Application P/2017/0701 , erection of a conservatory  link to a new 
garage at 7 Tai Cae  Mawr. All Councillors had had this notification beforehand. After due 
consideration, there were no objections to this planning application. 
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     Cllr Van Rees informed members that the issue of Snack Attack was not being pursued and that 
Mr G Davies, Chief Planning Officer, would like to attend the meeting in September to explain what 
was happening with the building. 
Cllr James brought a letter to the attention of members which was written by Mr Newman of 
Charcroft electronics. He is currently searching for more premises to expand his growing business 
and enquired about the two industrial units at Maes y Dre on Beulah Road which he felt would be 
ideal for his purposes. The Town Council understand that this land is privately owned and has 
recently acquired planning permission for building houses. The initial planning application was 
turned down by Powys Planning and, after appeal, this decision was overturned by Planning 
Inspectorate Wales. 
The Town Council feel very strongly that this site original designated for economic development has 
been ripped from the Town without due consideration and we now find that a local business man, 
wanting to expand, has nowhere in Llanwrtyd to develop his business and is likely to move 
elsewhere for expansion. 
It was felt that a letter be written to the Newmans acknowledging their letter and to the Principle 
Planning Officer outlining the Town Councils concern about this matter and asking for identification 
of other potential economic development sites within the Town. 
Cllr Lambkin informed members that the pre-application for planning permission for installation of 
an access road to the Pavilion could not be addressed until areas owned by the town council were 
identified in red on a map.  
Cllr James offered to speak to Mr L Thomas to do the identification and would resend the map to the 
Planning Authority. 
Action ; Cllr James  to contact Len Thomas 
Cllr A. Jones was concerned that there was evidence of working behind Myrtle House and enquired 
what the proposals  for the site were . It is understood that planning permission was not granted for 
the development of the buildings on this site. The Clerk was asked to write a letter to Mr Davies the 
planning officer to alert him to such works. 

11. Feedback from Councillors 
Cllr A  Jones  informed members of a dangerous manhole cover on the main trunk road and had 
reported it to Powys. 
Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that representation had been made to her regarding the state of 
the plot of ground at Erw Haf and indeed such an e-mail had been received by the Clerk. The plot 
which is owned by Mr Ratcliffe has become very overgrown and is infested with rats. It was 
suggested that a letter be written to Mr and Mrs Pryce to the effect that they  should contact Mr 
Ratcliffe with their concerns. 
Action ; Clerk to reply to e-mail and Cllr Pace-Avery to convey the same message orally. 
     She also informed members that the paid librarian “Lesley”  would be finishing this week. 
Councillor Rowlands informed members that the Arts and Heritage Centre would be celebrating 
their 150th anniversary and a celebration tea would be held on the 8th October. He requested 
financial assistance from the Town Council to support this event. Cllr Van Rees proposed that a grant 
of a £100.00 be given to the trustees towards the event. Cllr A. Jones seconded this proposal. The 
proposal was carried. 
Cllr James informed members that the ATM machine was out of action because the company that 
fills it could not do it due to issues of security in getting at the machine. This is currently being 
rectified and hopefully the machine would soon be in action again.  
The meeting was closed at this point at 10.06pm with several items on the Agenda not addressed. 
These will be carried forward to the September meeting. 
There will be no meeting held in August  
 
Signed…………………………………………………… 
 
Date……………………………………………………… 
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Date of next Meeting;       WEDNESDAY  20th SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 
Amendments ; 

1) Cllr Davies requested an amendment at the bottom of  page 2  from  “planting would 
commence in March” to ”planting would be completed by March” 

2) Cllr Lambkin Requested the following inclusion amendment   at the bottom of page 2; 
 “Cllr Lambkin asked , given the large number of observers, whether the Fulfords might consider 
a  public meeting. Mr Fulford responded by saying that anyone that wanted to contact him could 
do so giving the Clerk permission to release his e-mail address and telephone number. 

 
3. Cllr Voss requested an inclusion amendment at item 4:  

“letters had been written to Kirsty Williams” changed to “letters had been written to Kirsty Williams 
and  Chris Davies” 
 
  
 
 

 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   


