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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting Wednesday 20th June 2018 held in the Council Chambers of the 

War Memorial Institute 

Present ; Cllrs L. Pace-Avery, A. Jones, P. James, R. Hughes, P. Lambkin, J. Rowlands, S. Jones. 

In Attendance: L E Ball Clerk and RFO  

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs J. Davies, L. Voss, (Cllr Van Rees to join the meeting later) 

2. Declarations of Interest :  There were no declarations of interest . 

3. Minutes of the May Meeting and Matters Arising 
The minutes of the May AGM were duly considered and were proposed as an accurate record by Cllr. A. Jones 
and seconded by Cllr P. Lambkin. 
Matters Arising -The Clerk read out a letter received from Mr S Smith in response to several queries made by the 
Town Council regarding the Light on Victoria Hall, Irfon footbridge, footpath from Tai Cae Mawr and Berthlywd 
Street lights. It appears that there is conflicting information being given to the Council and the letter received is 
somewhat contradictory to what is happening. Further investigation needs to be made. 
Action- Clerk to speak with Mr Smith if possible and report back to Council. 

4. Finance 
4.1 The May balance sheet for Account No 1 was duly considered by members. It was noted that many of 

the unpresented cheques from last month had been cleared during May. Income from the public toilets had been 
deposited which included £100.00 paid by Green Events for the use of the Public toilets during the Man v Horse 
race. The May balance sheet was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr P James and seconded by Cllr S. 
Jones. 
4.2 Account No 2 balance sheet was duly considered and proposed as an accurate record by Cllr P. 
Lambkin and seconded by Cllr J. Rowlands. 
4.3 The transfer of No 2 account to the Dolwen field Development committee was considered. Much 
discussion ensued which clarified that the Town Council would remain the landlord. The Clerk explained that it 
might be possible to change the name of the account and add a third signatory which would be a member of the 
development committee. Members were keen that the Town Council be kept informed at all times of any financial 
transactions but as the Clerk was also the treasurer to the Committee members felt that this would happen. The 
proposal was put forward that the Council was in favour of transferring the monies to the Development 
Committee. A show of hands was called for and the proposal was, in principle, carried pending further 
discussions with the Development Committee ensuring that their constitution reflected the connections and 
responsibilities to the Town Council and discussions with Barclays Bank as to how best to proceed. 

5. Appointments to Committees 
Appointments to Committees were considered and rearranged as requested. A copy of the new Appointments to 
Committees for the year 2018-2019 is attached to these minutes (Appendix1) 

6. General Data Protection Regulations-New regulations came into force on 25th May 2018. In order to 
comply with the new regulations the Town Council has to publish privacy notices to inform both staff and 
the general  public what data is collected and the lawful  basis on which we collect and store data. The 
Clerk distributed the following documents to members to read ready to discuss at the next meeting; 

• ICO checklist of steps to take and SLCC’s advice on how to proceed 

• Privacy notice for staff, Councillors and role holders 

• General Privacy notice 

• Consent form  

• A copy of the personal data audit questionnaire. 
The working party to complete this questionnaire was agreed as being Cllrs Pace-Avery, L. Voss,  P.Lambkin 
and Cllr A Jones. 

7. Feedback from Councillors 
Cllr A. Jones reported 

• that the path from the 30 sign on the Llandovery Road had still not been dealt with. 
Action Clerk to speak to Powys  

• she asked if a letter of thanks could be sent to those who maintain the plot on Tai Cae Mawr as it 
was currently being well kept and it is a voluntary job. Members agreed that this should be done. 

Action: Clerk to send letters to Mr J Townhill with copies included for Mr L Phelps and Mr G Stickland. 
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Cllr P. James reported  

• that a response had been received from Mr M. Parker regarding the Town Bench.  
The Clerk read out the letter. Mr Parker was upset with the letter sent to him and gave a full account of how he 
had rescued the bench from the middle of  Victoria Road and had reported this to the police on 101. The letter 
stated that he was advised to put it in his garden for safe keeping. He requested that the bench be removed by 
the Town Council as quickly as possible 
                   The Town Council wish to make it clear that under no circumstances was the letter sent by the Town 
Council intended to cause offence and was certainly not accusing Mr Parker of stealing the bench, as he seemed 
to think.  
    Action: Clerk to write to Mr Parker thanking him for his letter and for retrieving the bench safely. 
It is hoped that this will now be reinstated within the Town for residents to enjoy. 
     Cllr Hughes asked if the grapevine was being put online as there was no June edition available. She was 
assured by Cllr A. Jones that the Grapevine was online and the June issue would be investigated. 
Cllr Lambkin reported  

• that she had received three reports of burst water pipes  in Llanwrtyd and had contacted Welsh 
water to report two of the  incidents while  the farmer had reported the third on his land. 

• that Mr Piggot had submitted the constitution for “Welcome Walkers” status. 
Cllr Rowlands informed members that 

• the Heritage Centre had appointed a consultant to help trustees develop a 5year financial 
sustainability plan and to market the centre. The consultant had already met with business representatives within 
the Town and would like to talk to the Town Council  possibly being a speaker at the October meeting later in the 
year. 

• In the Autumn there would be a celebration of the150th anniversary of the building of the 
Chapel. There would be a procession from Gel-y- Nos Graveyard to the Chapel. People would be encouraged to 
dress in Victorian costume and a Victorian tea would be served at the end of the walk. He requested a grant from 
the Town Council to aid the event. As it had been discussed and agreed last year it was felt that the Town 
Council should honour their agreement and it was decided to award the grant. 

• He reminded members, that there he and his wife were opening their Garden on Sunday 24th 
June to raise money for the Heritage Centre. All were welcome 
Cllr S.Jones  informed members 

• that Abergwesyn Hall no longer has a Committee and that there was no treasurer. Finances 
needed to be sorted out and a special meeting was to be convened to appoint officers. As a result, the toilets at 
Abergwesyn were causing concern among those who clean them, particularly since there is no longer any 
financial support for their upkeep because the original grant from Powys has now ceased. She wondered if there 
was some way that the Town Council could supply toilets rolls etc. The money from the honesty box is the only 
revenue for the toilets until the financial situation is sorted out. It was suggested that Cllr S. Jones report back at 
the next meeting when the Abergwesyn Committee had met and appointed a new treasurer and the financial 
situation had been addressed. 
              Cllr Pace-Avery brought up the following issues on behalf of Cllr Voss who was absent from the 
meeting. 

• Cllr Voss had been approached by a resident to complain about a planning issue. She advised the 
resident to put her concerns in writing to the Council where they could be addressed appropriately. 

• Cllr Voss requested if the Council handyman could repair an outside tap at school. Members felt 
this was inappropriate as the School would probably have a service level agreement with Powys 
which would be inappropriate to usurp. 

• Cllr Voss reported to the Mayor (Cllr Pace-Avery) that there had ben an oil spill into the river. Cllr 
Pace-Avery had contacted Powys and the matter had been dealt with by NRW. 

        Cllr Pace Avery informed members that there had been interest shown in forming a Youth Council and 
asked members if they thought this was worth pursuing. Members recalled that some years ago there was an 
active Youth Council in Llanwrtyd and welcomed the possible resurrection of a worthwhile venture. It would need 
an adult to liaise with the group. The Chair opened it up to the table for a member to take the lead. No members 
put themselves forward for this role.Cllr Pace-Avery and Cllr Voss to pursue this idea and report back to the 
table. Cllr Hughes offered her support for the project but pointed out that she was constrained timewise by the 
demands of her job. Cllr pace-Avery thanked her for her offer. 
Action: Cllr Pace-Avery to investigate the possibilities of setting up a youth Council and at the same time enquire 
with Cllr Lake her intentions with regard the Council. 
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8. Website -Cllr Rowlands reported that Lynne Brookes and June Duncan had met with Mr Rickard to 
discuss the Llanwrtyd Website and that the meeting had gone well. The steering group are currently working on 
a brand name, font and colour scheme for the site. Members of the Community were to be encouraged to submit 
stunning photographs for use on the website. Cllr Rowlands felt that the website was moving forward 
successfully. He explained that Mr Rickard had paid the fees for the site, but it was pointed out that the Town 
Council had reimbursed Mr Rickard for the money he had spent. Cllr Rowlands felt that the website in future 
should be funded by the Town Council. Much debate ensued, and questions were raised as to what was 
happening to the commitment local businesses had made to pay a three-year fee to support the site. It was 
decided that, at this point in time, the Town Council would not commit to wholly funding the website until certain 
issues were clarified. 
Cllr Van Rees joined the meeting at 8:45pm 

9. Anti-Social Behaviour- Cllr Van Rees reported that there had been a serious incident of arson on his 
estate and that it was currently being investigated by the police. He felt this was very concerning and 
that this kind of anti-social behaviour could be viewed as life threatening. 

It was reported that the flats in Town were being reallocated and it was felt by members that a letter should be 
sent to Mid Wales Housing allocation team to remind them of their undertaking to house clients who would be 
respectful to immediate neighbours and the Town in general. 
Action: Clerk to write above letter and send a copy to the Mayor for approval before sending. 

10. Traffic Calming Cllr Rowlands reported that two new volunteers had come forward for the Community 
Speed Watch team making 8 volunteers in total. The team are currently doing 2hours a week and are being 
successful in monitoring the speed of traffic through Town. Cllr Rowlands also requested that we obtain some up 
to date information form the “Go Safe” team to assess whether the traffic calming scheme was having any effect. 

11. Planning -Planning application TEL/2018/0004,, installation of a telecommunications mast at Nant Y 
Hwch Abergwesyn, was duly considered . No objections were raised. 

12. Twinning- the Clerk read a letter from the Secretary of the Twinning Association requesting a grant of 
£200.00 to support Twinning activities. Cllr James enquired as to whether the Mayor, Cllr Pace-Avery, had been 
contacted by Monsieur Delannoy to clarify the position of the Comite de Jumelage in Meriel. No such 
communication had been received. The latest information available is that Monsieur Delannoy had formed a 
group called “Amites de Jumelage” and this small group were responsible for the forthcoming trip from Llanwrtyd 
to Meriel in October. The Group known as “Contact” had been asked to take a step back whilst the Committee 
issue had been resolved but it appears that “Contact” is the more prevalent group and is being promoted at every 
opportunity by “Contact” members. Cllr Van Rees proposed that the grant be held over until the position had 
been clarified by the Twinning Committee in Llanwrtyd. 
Action Clerk to write to the Twinning Committee for clarification of the situation. 

13. Services 
a) Public Toilets-  Cllr Lambkin reported that Mr Mcloughlin had reported to her that there was a 

broken fitting in the  toilets with a toilet roll holder having been broken off the wall. It was suggested that the 
handyman Mr Dodds be contacted to rectify the problem.  
Cllr Lambkin informed members that Mr Mcloughlin had requested more soap and more toilet rolls and that he 
had bought some to tide him over. Also, that during Man v Horse, Mr P Cook had also provided toilet rolls and 
soap at his expense. The Town Council would expect a bill from Mr McLoughlin and Mr Cook. 
            Cllr James pointed out that during Man v Horse the toilets had remained propped open after the specified 
time and therefore the Town Council lost revenue for the afternoon session. It is important that all concerned 
understand that the Council need the revenue to sustain and maintain the toilets for the future. He also voiced 
that he needed to step down as the contact point for the toilets. The Deputy Mayor, Cllr P. Lambkin, is to be the 
future point of contact and will oversee maintenance of supplies and speak to the relevant people with regard 
making sure the doors are not being propped open on a regular basis. 
Action: Cllr Lambkin to get in touch with the handyman to repair the broken fitting and to speak to all concerned 
about the need to maintain the revenue. 
The Clerk asked if a member of the Council could inspect the toilets with a view to returning the £50.00 bond to 
Green Events. Cllr Pace-Avery agreed that she would carry out the Inspection and get back to the Clerk. 
Action : Cllr Pace-Avery to inspect the condition of the Public Toilets. 
It was suggested that a letter be written form the Town Council to congratulate Green Events on a successful 
Man v Horse which saw the Town full of people for the weekend. 
Action: Clerk to write above letter 

b) Dolwen Field-  

• The Clerk reported that Mr Catling had done the survey for the Field and had sent copies to Mr 
Mills the architect. 
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• Picnic in the park was discussed and it was decided that it should in some way reflect this year’s 
70th anniversary of the NHS. Cllr Hughes offered to find out what her colleagues were doing for the 
occasion and come back to the table with some ideas on how to proceed with the idea. This was 
welcomed by members. After much deliberation it was agreed that Saturday 8th of September 
would be a good date. It was suggested that the Dolwen Field Development Committee be 
approached to help with Picnic in the Park. 

• Cllr James suggested that we repeat the Street Market on the August Bank Holiday (27th August) 
as it was a successful event last year. He would obtain the licence and invites for tables would be 
put into the grapevine. Members agreed with this proposal. 

c) Library -no issues were brought to the table. The library system appears to be working well. 
Cllr Voss has relinquished her library volunteer role due to opening her business in Llanwrtyd. 

d) Town Square and Green-  Cllr Rowlands expressed concern that the long border had not been 
weeded and that the bag of weeds had not been removed. He asked if the Town Council could find someone to 
look after it. He feels that the Town Square should be the focal point of the Town and that the Town Council 
should decide to promote it as an attraction to visitors.  
     Cllr Van Rees requested that a letter be sent to Mr A . Osbourne expressing that the Town council did not 
wish to be “divorced” from the Hywel Dda Health Board. 
 
 

14. Correspondence  
 Item 3 on Agenda                 Response received 18/05/20018 from Mr Stephen Smith regarding a variety of jobs 

requested by the Town Council. 
Item 11 on Agenda               Tel/2018/0004 Installation of Telecommunications mast at Devils Staircase Forestry   

Nant yr   Hwch 
Item12 on Agenda               Letter from the Twinning Association requesting a grant of £200.00 to support the 

Twinning Associations activities. 
Item 13a on Agenda             Article re Public toilets from Welsh Government 
Item 14 Correspondence  

14.1                                 Letter from Mr Parker regarding the issue of the Bench 
Action: The Clerk to respond to Mr Parkers letter. 
14.2                                       HOWLTA invitation to 150th Anniversary Luncheon Buffet  
14.3                                       Letter from Powys regarding Council’s consultation on Home to School  Transport 

Policy. 
 
 
 
 
Signed : ……………………………………………… 
 
Date:    …………………………………………….. 
 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING :     WEDNESDAY 18th JULY 
 
 
Cllr Voss (who was unable to attend the meeting ) requested clarification( made on her behalf by another 
Councillor  ) regarding Item 7 on the agenda : She e-mailed the following; 

• Cllr Voss requested if the Council handyman could repair an outside tap at school. 
Members felt this was inappropriate as the School would probably have a service level 
agreement with Powys which would be inappropriate to usurp. 

  

I think there has been some confusion regarding this point. What I actually said was that during the 
last One Voice Wales meeting there was an item on the agenda about small jobs being undertaken 
at a local level with town councils being able to claim funds from the County Council in order to 
facilitate this. The idea was that it is often much cheaper to do these jobs at a local level than for the 
County Council (particularly in rural Powys) to send someone out which incurs additional travel and 



5 | P a g e  
 

time expenses in addition to the actual cost of the repair.  I informed Lynda of a recent issue 
involving a tap at school which needed some PTFE tape applying to solve a minor leak problem. 
Although there were qualified local people willing to undertake this job (free of charge I hasten to 
add) a service e contract with PCC prevented the school from allowing anyone else to do work. I 
wanted to make the point that this is a huge waste of money. I did not ask for the job to be done by 
the Council handyman. It has already been done by PCC. I was simply presenting an example. Lynda 
must have misunderstood me.  

This particular amendment was discussed by Cllrs present and it was unanimously decided to add 
this account the  minutes as an amendment. 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 


