
 

 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 21st March at 7:00pm in the Council Chambers 

of the War Memorial  Institute 

Present: Cllrs P. James, J. Rowlands, J, Davies, L. Pace-Avery, A. Jones, S. Jones, R. Hughes, T. Van Rees, L. 

Voss 

In attendance ; Mrs L E Ball (Clerk and RFO) 

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr P. Lambkin, E. Lake 

2. Declarations of Interest  -there were no declarations of  interest brought to the table. 

3. Minutes of the February meeting and Matters arising – After due consideration the February minutes 
were proposed as an accurate record by  Cllr A. Jones and seconded by  CllrJ. Davies. 

Matters arising -The Clerk informed members that Mr Hanwell had not been available to attend the meeting 
but that he had offered some dates to meet with Cllrs saying he preferred a daytime  meeting rather than an 
evening one. After some discussion it was agreed that the afternoon of Thursday 10th May at 3:00pm was 
suitable. 

Action -Clerk to e-mail Mr Hanwell with the date and time for confirmation on his part. 
The Clerk updated members on the situation with the ATM machine and read an e-mail received from Mr A. 

Davies reassuring the permanency of the machine in Llanwrtyd. The Clerk requested that if members notice that 
it is inoperable to contact the company that deals with faults.  

Action: Clerk to resend the appropriate number to members. 
4. Finance 

4.1 To consider the February Balance Sheet-the Clerk presented the February balance sheet with 
no unusual payments or receipts. Revenue for the Public toilets continues to come in. The Clerk pointed out that 
there were quite a few unpresented cheques and urged that they should be banked as soon as possible as the 
end of year accounting was due. 
Cllr Rowlands questioned the electricity bill for the pavilion since the building is not currently being used a great 
deal. The clerk pointed out that this was an estimate and the electric meters needed reading on a regular basis if 
we are to get accurate bills. Cllr James offered to read the meters. 

4.2 Update on the Independent Remuneration Panel- The Clerk informed members that the final 
document had been amended with 4 Council bands being reduced to three . Llanwrtyd would fall into the C band 
with a precept below 30,000. For this band the determinations had altered from “mandating payment”   to 
“authorising payments”. All the determinations were addressed and the members felt it was appropriate to make 
reasonable payments to members for travelling expenses in line with the given mileage allowances set out in the 
document.  
“Where not mandated, each determination requires a formal decision by each of these community or town 
councils annually. A council can adopt any or all of the non-mandated determinations but if it does make such a 
decision it must apply to all its members.” 
“In all cases, any individual member may make a personal decision to elect to forgo part or all of the entitlement 
to any of these payments by giving notice in writing to the proper officer of the council.” 
A show of hands was called for and all members present agreed to adopt Determination 48 -the payment of 
travelling expenses. 
The Question arose -should the Town Council need to budget the full amount each year. Initial response was 

that if the Town Council decide in November /December as to what they will authorise then the budget will need 

to account for that decision on an annual basis. 

Action: Clerk to check this ready for the next meeting. 

4.3 Annual Review of Internal Audit- The Clerk presented a statement of internal control and 

informed members that the present internal auditor had been given a three-year contract which required  an 

annual review of his fees. The recommendation was that a letter be sent to the internal auditor requesting his 

continued support and asking for his annual fee costs. This was unanimously agreed by those present and the 

Statement of Control document 2018 was duly adopted. 

4.4 Request for a grant from the Gardening Club. -the Clerk read an e-mail form Ms J Walsby 
requesting a grant of £250.00 to replace damaged trees on Beulah Road and to replant the 12 flower boxes in 
Town. Much discussion ensued about the carelessness of the strimming the verge on Beulah Road which had 
damaged the trunks of sapling trees causing many to die off. It was also suggested that the planting line was on 



 

 

the edge of the old road and the depth of the soil was not sufficient for these trees to flourish. After further 
discussion it was decided to send a letter to Powys with a view to claiming some compensation for the tree 
damage and to award the grant of £250.00 to the Gardening club. All Councillors present agreed with this 
proposal. 
Action: Cllr A .Jones to relay this information to Ms Walsby  

5. Feedback from Councillors 
Cllr A. Jones -reported that the light on the Victoria hall overlooking the car park had not yet been 
repaired. 

Cllr R Hughes reported 

• that the bin collection was now on track with the new dates after there had been some issues with the 
new dates for collection. 

• that once again the Community of local farmers were tremendous in getting the minor roads passable 
in the recent fall of snow. 

It was suggested that a letter of appreciation be put into the grapevine. 
Action: Clerk to compose above letter. 
Cllr T Van Rees reported that : 

• The planning application for the Dolwen Field was causing some problems and that he would seek a 
meeting with Mr Goodman the planning officer in charge of the application.  

The Clerk outlined the reports sent to planning by NRW and the environmental agency who require detailed 
surveys done by professional bodies which will be expensive. She also reported a conversation with the Architect 
Mr D. Mills which indicated that we need to get the levels done for the access road. It was suggested that Mr L. 
Thomas be contacted with a view to obtaining the levels. 
Action: Cllr Van Rees to seek consultation with Mr Goodman 
             Clerk to contact Mr Thomas regarding levelling for the access road. 

•  Trefllys Community Council had  voted to contribute the sum of £100.00 to the Llangammarch and 
District Disaster appeal and enquired whether Llanwrtyd Town Council had contributed anything as 
yet .The Mayor indicated that to date there had been no contribution from Llanwrtyd. 

• the review of the electoral arrangements of the County of Powys the Local Democracy and Boundary 
Commission had proposed to “combine the Garth Ward of the Community of Trefllys with the existing 
electoral ward of Llanafanfawr”. Cllr Van Rees believed if this happened it would reduce Beulah and 
alter an historical  partnership that was working efficiently.  The Community of Trefllys were opposed 
to the proposals of the Boundary Commission and would be communicating with them stating their 
objections. Cllr Van Rees requested a letter written from Llanwrtyd Town Council, in support of 
Trellys, be sent to the Boundary Commission. 

Action: Cllr Van Rees to draft an appropriate response to the Boundary commission and will forward it to the 
Clerk to transpose onto headed notepaper. 
                                      The Clerk informed members that she holds  four copies of the Draft proposals should 
anyone wish to view them more closely. 
Cllr J Rowlands reported that ; 

• Ffos Road, between the top of Erw Haf and the road to Llangammarch is badly breaking up with some 
dangerous potholes  apparent.  

It was suggested that this be reported to Powys with a letter going to Mr. L. Fitzpatrick with copies sent to Mr S 
Smith  at the Llangammarch depot, and Cllr Van Rees. 
Action : Clerk to write above letters . 

• The Heritage Centre had received a grant of £7000.00 for marketing purposes to promote the Heritage 
centre and thereby the whole of the Town of Llanwrtyd. 

He updated members on the progress of the new Tourism steering group consisting of 7 members which was 
formed as a result of recent meetings. He felt that the group was a positive one and worked well together. A 
further meeting of the steering group is to be held on Monday 26th March. The feeling was that things were 
beginning to move forward with several initiatives in the pipeline to promote the Heritage centre and the wider 
area. 
Cllr James raised the question of the tourist information and where it was based as it seemed to visitors that 
there were several places identified within the Town .  
Cllr  L. Pace-Avery wanted Council members to be aware that   

• the Headteacher of Ysgol Dolafon   is currently under enormous pressure running the school single 
handed due to staffing issues beyond her control. Concerns were expressed about the amount of work that she 



 

 

is having to do to get adequate moderation completed , reports written for all children etc. whilst having to deal 
with uncertain staffing absences.  
Cllr Van Rees informed members that Mrs Jones was leaving after Easter to take up a Headteacher post in 
Llangadog and that she would be a sad loss to the school. He assured members that the Governing body were 
very supportive of the Headteacher and were very much aware of the staffing issues at the current time.  
             Cllr James wished to have it minuted that the Town Council are appreciative of the all the work 
undertaken by Mrs Lloyd the Headteacher both academic and pastoral as she and the staff have managed and 
continue to manage a very difficult term. The outlook for the school in the longer term is very positive and it is 
encouraging to see the next generation of children coming through to reap the benefits of this flourishing school. 
Cllr L. Voss reported that 

• the library was working well with the volunteers and any teething problems have been ironed out.  

• The weigh in Club , which now has 7 recruited members , bought an Easter egg which was then  raffled 
. The raffle raised £91.00 for the Dolafon Ducklings. 

She enquired whether there had been any response from the Mid Wales Housing Association regarding the state 
of the houses at Ochr-y Bryn. The Clerk responded that there had not even been an acknowledgement of the e-
mail sent. 
Cllr S. Jones reported that 
She had contacted NRW regarding the layby at the foot of Devil’s staircase where there was a variety of vehicles 
left . NRW had responded that it was a Powys problem. Cllr Van Rees informed embers that he had Spoken to 
Mr Smith at Lllangammarch depot and they were waiting for a date to go to the site. 
It was felt that a letter should be written to NRW expressing our concern that there seemed to be some double 
standards being operated. On the one hand they appear to be very negative about the Dolwen Field 
Development citing the preservation of the river, the otters and the bats and yet they appear to abdicate 
responsibility for the river and its contents at the Devils Staircase layby which is also an SSI site . 
Action: Cllr S. Jones to send picture and a map of the site to the Clerk to be included in a letter from the Town 
Council to NRW. 
Cllr Davies reported that  

• the tractor run, which was postponed due to the bad weather would now be scheduled for late May. 
There had been no costs incurred in the cancellation and everything would carry forward to the run in 
May. 

6. Website- 
6.1 Cllr Pace-Avery updated members on the meeting that was held to discuss this issue (a copy 

of the minutes of that meeting were attached to the February Minutes). She informed members that 
Llangammarch had decided to go ahead before the meeting on the 3rdApril and that their website was now 
live. Discussion ensued as to the purpose of the meeting on the 3rd and Cllr James explained that it was to 
seek sponsorship for the setting up costs of the website for Llanwrtyd Wells. Cllr Pace -Avery informed member 
that due to family issues, Mr Rickard would not be attending the meeting on the 3r April and that she and Paul 
Schofield would be leading the evening. She was keen to release the monies to give Mr Rickard the go ahead 
to begin setting up a website and requested that the town Council pay the £89.00 fee and recoup if possible at 
the meeting. After much discussion Cllr Davies proposed hat the Council agree to pay this money. The motion 
was seconded by Cllr T. Van Rees and a show of hands was asked for. All present agreed and the motion was 
carried.  

Action; Clerk to issue the cheque for £89.00 to Mr P Rickard. Cllr Pace -Avery would be responsible for getting 
the cheque to him. 

6.2 Consideration of meeting up of working party to address the GDPR. We are  still waiting for 
supporting documentation from One voice Wales and SLCC . When this is forthcoming Cllr A. 
Jones , Cllr L. Voss, Cllr L. Pace-Avery and Cllr P. James volunteered to sit on the working party to 
put a policy together. 

7. Anti-Social Behaviour- Cllr James reminded members of the “drop in” session with the police on 
Saturday 28th April where the issue of funding for CCTV cameras would be raised . 

He reported that there had been an incident at the Stonecroft Pub at the weekend but that it was in the 
hands of the Police . 
No further issues of anti-social behaviour were brought to the table. 

8. Traffic Calming -it was noted that despite the setbacks due to the weather work on  the A483 was well 
underway , though there were concern about the effect that the road closure had had on businesses within 
the Town.  



 

 

9. Planning – The Clerk informed members that planning permission had been granted for the mast at 
Pentywn Farm 

A pre -consultation letter was considered -Proposed Emergency Services telecommunications Base Station 
at land at Coed Nant yr Hwch. This is part of a home office led programme and will provide emergency 
services cover to the roads around Abergwesyn and the roads West to Tregaron and South to Llyn Brianne 
from two new mast sites one on the Abergwesyn Side of Nat Yr Hwch Forest and one on the Tregaron side 
of Nant yr Hwch Forest. 
Cllr James suggested that the letter be displayed in Abergwesyn Hall and on the Surgery noticeboard. 
Action: Clerk to get letter to Cllr S. jones to put in Abergwesyn Hall and to put letter into surgery. 
Clerk to respond to the letter stating that we are awaiting response form Abergwesyn but in the meantime 
they would be meeting with the council Representative Mr T. Van Rees at a meeting at Powys County Hall. 
10. Twinning- Cllr Davies reported that Meriel had had their emergency AGM but that The Twinning 

Association had not heard anything from them. Dates for a visit had been sent to Meriel but they had been 
rejected and were now being renegotiated.  
He reported that at the Llanwrtyd AGM all officers were re-elected so there was no change. 

11. Services – 
a) Public toilets 

• The Clerk handed over the transfer documents to the Town Council but as there were no plans 
included Cllr Van Rees took possession of them to take them back to Powys to obtain plans. They 
then need to be registered with the Land Registry. 

• Cllr James updated members on the need for heaters to reduce condensation in the toilets. He has 
spoken with Simon Powell who is currently investigating the best type of heater to use. 

• The Clerk read out an e-mail received from Green Events requesting the placement of porta-loos on 
the Town Square. It was unanimously felt that this would not be a suitable site. It would give the wrong 
impression to visitors and they could be targeted by vandals with the possibility of them being 
upturned or ending up in the river. The offer was made to Green Event for the Public toilets to be 
manned and open all day for the event but as yet there has been no response to that suggestion. 

Action: The Clerk and Cllr James to visit the Neuadd and speak to Lyndsay and Catherine Ketteringham. 
b) Dolwen Field- 

• The Clerk thanked Cllr Davies for his support in finding out about the mains sewerage with the 
waterboard on Dolwen field. 

• The Clerk informed members that the Tesco’s “Bags for Help” grant of £2000.00 had been deposited via 
BACS transfer in to the Bank. 

• Issues with the planning application were discussed at an earlier stage of the meeting. There were no 
further issues brought to the table. 

• Cllr James informed members that Mrs Croucher had requested that any funds raised from her  
husbands recent funeral be put towards the Dolwen field Project. Mr George Croucher would have 
wanted it to go towards such a project.  

• Cllr Pace -Avery reminded members that the Charity shop in Llandrindod had been booked for the 1st 
week in July and requested volunteers to man it for the day. Cllr Davies offered the services of his van 
to transport any items to the shop. 

Discussions were had about a picnic in the park to celebrate the Royal marriage which is  scheduled for the 19th 
May .Until dates for the Festival are confirmed no decision was made about it.. 

• Cllr Jones informed members that there would be an afternoon tea in the Victoria Hall on the day of the 
wedding. 

c) Library -there were no issues brought to the table. 
d) Square and Green 

• Cllr Rowlands expressed concern that there were moles again in the Town Square. 
Action: Clerk to Contact Mr Croker with a view to eradicating moles on the Square and on Dolwen Field where 
they are rife again, before he started cutting. 

e) Surgery –  

• the issue of a cuts and grazes clinic was rectified. The clinic in the surgery will be a clinic to dress 
wounds only, in particular leg ulcers.  

• Members were informed that Dr Walters is to leave the Builth Practice -no information has yet been 
received as to who will replace him as Practice Manager. 

• Issue of the replacement wall needs pursuing through the Builth Practice  



 

 

 
 

12. Correspondence 
Item 3 on agenda                         1) email form Mr B Hanwell with dates for a meeting with Council 

                                                         2)  e-mail from Mr A Davies regarding ATM machine 
Item 4.2 on Agenda                        extracts from final document from remuneration panel 
Item 4.4 on Agenda                        e-mail form Jen Walsby requesting Gardening Club Grant 
Item 5  on Agenda                          Letter from Cllr Lambkin 
Item 9 on Agenda                           Pre-consultation documents for telecommunications base station   

Installation on land at Coed yr Hwch Abergwesyn 
Item 11a on Agenda                1) Public Toilets transfer documents completed. 
                                                    2) Request from Green events re; placement of toilets on Town 

Square. 
Item 11b on Agenda                             Remittance advice from Groundworks UK informing that monies    

has been paid into the bank for Dolwen Field Project. 
Item 12 on Agenda                             12.0 Notice of alteration to existing rating entry 
This was a cause of concern and Cllr T. Van Rees suggested a letter be written enquiring exactly what 
proportion of this the Town Council would have to pay . Has this been fixed by the valuer? and that 
we wish to challenge this valuation. 
Action : Clerk to write letter and send a copy to Cllr Van Rees. 
                                                               12.1   Questionnaire from Dafydd Wyn Morgan  
                                                               12.2   HOWLTA membership  
It was agreed to renew the HOWLTA membership for the year at a cost of £12.00 
                                                               12.3 Motions for 2018 AGM of One voice Wales 
One item to send forward would be the work of the Boundary Commission saying that we deplore 
the criteria by which the Commission seem to be operating. 
 
Other issues: The condition of the River bridge was brought up -this has been reported to Powys but 
to date no refurbishment /repair has been done.  
Action: Clerk to chase this up. 
Missing green benches which are the property of Llanwrtyd Wells Town Council have been spotted 
in residents’ gardens. 
Action: Efforts will be made to retrieve these. 
  
Returning to the issue of a donation to the Llangammarch and District Disaster fund Cllr Davies 
proposed that the Town Council donate £100.00 to the fund. This was seconded simultaneously by 
Cllrs R. Hughes and Cllr. A. Jones. A show of hands was called for. All members present supported 
this proposal and the motion was unanimously carried. 
Action: Clerk to issue a cheque to the fund for £100.00 
 
Cllr James thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9:55pm. 
 
Signed………………………………………………. 
 
Date………………………………………………….. 
 
 

NB; Date of next meeting :  WEDNESDAY 25th APRIL 
 
 

 
              
        
 



 

 

 


